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PREFACE. 



An impartial history of the Jews of Spain and Portu- 
gal has long been a desideratum. It is a link uniting 
the Hebrews of the present day with the Israelites of 
antiquity ; for, during the many centuries they resided 
in the Iberian Peninsula, they continued to pursue 
their studies and cultivate the arts and sciences. 

The writings of the learned Rabbins of Spain, 
served to preserve the works of the ancient philoso- 
phers, while Europe in the Gothic ages was exclu- 
sively occupied in the art of war. Seeking only to 
live in tranquillity, “ every man under his vine, and 
under his fig-tree,” from their peaceable habits they 
could dedicate themselves to study, in which their 
powerful intellects and cultivated minds gave them 
greater facilities than the other inhabitants of Europe, 
and in proportion to their population, even in the 
present enlightened age, they can boast a much larger 
number of men of genius and learning than any single 
country in the world can produce. 

The Jesuit, Huart.e, in his “ Examination of 
Genius,” in the 16th century, considered that the 
Jewish mind was better fitted for learning than that 
of others ; and the author of “ Coningsby” would 
lead to the supposition that it yet remains unchanged. 




IV 



PREFACE. 



In the present volume by arranging those Hebrew 
authors, in the respective ages in which they flourished, 
their learning can be better appreciated by a compar- 
ison with other writers of the same periods, than in 
a modern work 1 where that order has not been ob- 
served. 

The digressive chapters in that work have no con- 
nection with the history of the Jews of Spain and 
Portugal, but appear solely as a tirade against the 
Talmud and Cabala, subjects not understood by 
the author; but, from the influence he mentions in 
his preface, it is not surprising that the work is writ- 
ten more in the style of a conversionist than in that 
of an impartial historian. Nor -does he seem to 
have been better acquainted with the idiom of the 
Spanish language, or he could not have committed so 
gross an error as to state, in Law VI.,. of the “ Fuero 
Real,” that the legal interest was three per cent., 
where the original says, tres por quatro , “ three for 
four,” that is thirty-three and a third per cent. 

Basnage, Maynard, and Jost, in their general his- 
tories of the Jews; and Milman, in his excellent 
abridgement, give tolerably correct accounts of the 
Spanish and Portuguese Hebrews; but the author, 
during a visit to Spain, having had access to many 
ancient Spanish manuscripts, has obtained information 
from sources with which those able historians were 
probably unacquainted. 



1 “ Sephardim,” by James Finn. 
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The petitions to the various Cortes and the answers 
of the sovereigns, are all from manuscripts which, 
until now, have never been printed, even in the origi- 
nal Spanish, and therefore are for the most part un- 
known. In a work of this description many events 
recorded by other historians must be found ; but the 
author has derived his information from many origi- 
nal and most authentic Spanish, Portuguese, and 
Hebrew sources; he has only to regret that some 
more able pen has not undertaken the task of giving 
to the world a detailed account of the persecutions the 
descendants of Israel suffered in the Peninsula; the 
causes that led to them, and an exact translation of 
the edicts of the Catholic sovereigns that affected 
them. 

Their history, from the high position they held in 
those countries, is so connected with the histories of 
Spain and Portugal, that many events in the histories 
of those kingdoms are necessary for its elucidation; 
therefore, there will be found, in the following pages, 
circumstances recorded that apparently do not belong 
to Jewish history. 

This work being confined to the Hebrews of the 
Peninsula, is the reason the names of numerous cele- 
brated writers in Prance, Germany, and Italy, are not 
mentioned; as R. Solomon ben Isaac (Rashi), 
R. Levi ben Gershon, and others, although terming 
themselves Spaniards from following the Spanish 
ritual, which differs in some minor points from the 
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PREFACE. 



German. But that Germany, at those periods, gave 
birth to men of first-rate talents and learning, is 
evident from the enlightened Spanish Jews appointing 
Rabenu Asher, of Rottenburg, Chief Rabbi of the 
Jews of all Spain. 

Hoping for the same indulgent consideration, the 
author has received for his “ Jewish Calendar,” and 
his translation of the “ Conciliator of Rabbi Manasseh 
Ben Israel,” he ventures to submit this work to the 
British public. 
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THE JEWS IN SPAIN AND 
PORTUGAL. 



CHAPTER I. 

Early Settlement of the Jews in Spain and Portugal. 

The first settlement of the Jews in the Iberian 
Peninsula is lost in the obscurity of ages ; but no doubt 
can exist of its having been at a very early period ; 
for if Tarshish was, as is supposed by many learned 
writers, the ancient Tartessus, a city of the Peninsula, 
some may have established themselves in this part of 
Europe in the time of Solomon, upwards of seven 
centuries before the Christian Era, or even earlier. 

The Bible leads us to this conclusion; and the 
inference may fairly be drawn from the following 
passages. 

“ For the king had at sea a fleet of Tarshish : with 
the fleet of Hiram, triennially came the fleet of Tar- 
shish bringing gold,* and silver, ivory, and apes, and 
peacocks.” 1 

“ And King Solomon constructed a fleet of ships at 
Ezion-geber, which is close to Eloth, on the shore of 
the Red Sea in Idumea. 

“ And Hiram sent in the fleet his servants, navi- 

1 1 Kings, x. 22. 

B 
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FLEET OF SOLOMON. 



gators who had a knowledge of the sea, with the 
servants of Solomon. 

“ And they came to Ophir, and took from thence 
four hundred and twenty talents of gold, and brought 
it to King Solomon .” 2 

This shews that Solomon had two fleets ; one that 
took its departure from Ezion-geber for Ophir, in the 
East Indies ; and one for the Mediterranean that 
sailed from Joppa, which we learn from Jonah, was the 
port of embarkation for Tarshish . 3 

Therefore, there is no reason to suppose, although 
the fleet arrived triennially, that they took the same 
route as that of Pharaoh Necho, who, it is recorded, 
employed skilful Phoenician mariners, who having 
sailed out of the Red Sea, to discover the coasts of 
Africa, went successfully round them, and the third 
year after their setting out returned to Egypt, 
through the straits of Gibraltar . 4 

The closest friendship and connection existed not 
only between the two kings, but likewise between 
their subjects, the Hebrews and Phoenicians. The 
immediate vicinity of the kingdoms, their similarity 
of language, habits and dress, contributed to render 
them, as it were, one people. Jews appear to have 
resided at Tyre, even before the reign of Solomon, 
for it is said : — 

“ And King Solomon sent and took Hiram from 
Sor [Tyre]. The son of a widow woman, he was 5 of the 
tribe of Napthali, and his father was a man of Tyre . 6 

s l Kings, ix. 26. 3 Jonah, i. 3. 4 Rollin’s Anc. Hist. vol. i. 

s 2 Chro. ii. 14. This is the exact translation from the Hebrew. 
From the words he was being misplaced in the English version, the widow 
might be supposed to have been of the tribe of Napthali instead of the 
son. 6 1 Kings, vii. 13. 
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“ The son of a widow woman of the daughters of 
Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre.” 

He being a Naphthalite proves that his father, who 
was married to a daughter of the tribe of Dan, be- 
longed to that tribe; and from being termed a man 
of Tyre, it must be supposed he enjoyed the same 
rights of citizenship as the inhabitants of that city, 
and that the Hebrews settled in foreign countries at 
that early period. 

From ancient history we learn, that the Phoenicians 
were among the earliest navigators. They founded 
Carthage five centuries before the foundation of Rome, 
and made voyages to Spain, from which country they 
drew incredible quantities of silver; for Aristotle 
assures us that when the Phoenicians first arrived in 
Spain, they exchanged their naval commodities for 
such immense quantities of silver, that their ships 
could neither contain nor sustain its weight, although 
they used it for ballast, and made their anchors, and 
other implements of silver. And Jeremiah informs us 
that “ plates of silver were brought from Tarshish.”' 7 

The Hebrew and Phoenician fleets sailing together 
for Tarshish, accounts for the incalculable quantity 
and superabundance of silver at that time in Jeru- 
salem, as stated in Scripture. 

“ Silver was accounted as nought in the time of 
Solomon.” 8 

“ And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem as 
stones for abundance.” 9 

When the Carthaginians first went to Spain, they 
found the quantity of silver undiminished, as the 
inhabitants at that time made all their utensils, and 
even their mangers, of that precious metal. 

7 Jer. x. 9. 8 1 King?, x. 21. 9 Ibid. x. 27. 
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LOCALITY OF TARSHISH. 



After the Romans gained possession of Spain, this 
immense quantity was greatly reduced; but yet in 
the space of nine years they carried away 111,542 
pounds of silver, and 4,095 of gold, besides a large 
quantity of coin, and other articles of value. Making 
allowance for the exaggerations of fabulous historians, 
there is no doubt Spain at this time was exceedingly 
rich, for if we may believe Strabo, there was a mine 
near Carthagena, that yielded daily 25,000 drams of 
silver, or about £300,000 per annum. 

According to the Targum of Onkelos, he considers 
Tarshish to have been in Africa. That he may have 
been led into that opinion is easily accounted for. The 
Phoenicians are known to have been very jealous of 
strangers knowing from whence they drew their 
riches. It is even said, that if at any time they 
observed a strange sail keeping them company, or 
following in their track, they were sure to get rid of 
him if they could, or deceive him if possible; in 
which policy they went so far as to venture the loss 
of their vessels and even their lives, so jealous were 
they of foreigners and so tenaciously bent on keeping 
the whole trade to themselves. 10 

This being the case, and Carthage being a colony 
of theirs, it is probable that, in later times, to deceive 
other nations and particularly the Romans when 
Rome became their powerful rival, the Tarshish fleet 
touched there in their voyages, which led Onkelos 
and the Romans to suppose that they drew their 
wealth from Africa. 

This early settlement of the Jews in Spain is 
further corroborated by an ancient history of Toledo 11 
wherein it is stated that 500 years before the Chris- 

10 Ency. Brit. 11 Rojas, 
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tian Era, their population had so increased in that 
city (which could not have been the case unless they 
had been long settled there), that they spread and 
built the towns of Escalona, Magueda, Cadaholsa, 
Guardia, Romeria, Almoroz, Noves, Nombleca, and 
the present Tembleque, which they had named Beth- 
lehem. Toledo is also said to have been built by 
them on their first establishment in that country, to 
which they gave the name of Toledoth ; although the 
Hebrew writers of the middle ages call it Tolitola, 
probably the name given to it by the Moors, who 
held possession of it for four centuries, or a corruption 
of its Latin name Toletanuin. 

Some authors of high authority, and to whom 
the greatest erudition cannot be denied, entertain the 
opinion that Jews existed in Spain from the earliest 
times. 

Mariana, and some other Spanish historians, date 
the establishment of the Jews after the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the temple by Nebuchadnezzar; 
and that many came to Hispania with Hispan, who 
had accompanied him as an auxiliary in his expedition 
against Judea; as this event only took place 550 
years before the Christian Era, they could not then 
have built the above-named towns at the period stated, 
yet Father Mariana, who was no friend to the Jews, 
and acquainted with the assertion, says, he will 
neither affirm nor attempt to disprove it ; which he 
would readily have done if he could. 

Some assert it to have been seventy years later, on 
the restoration to freedom by Cyrus ; at which period 
they say, one of his captains named Pyrrhus came to 
Spain, and brought many Hebrews with him. 
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Whether at the former or latter periods, their early 
settlement is confirmed by Don Isaac Abarbanel ; for 
in his commentary on Zechariah,he states that his and 
another family resided at Seville during the time of 
the Second Temple. 

Many probably emigrated from the Holy Land 
during the troubles in the time of the Judges, as we 
learn Elimelech did 12 ; and also during the wars 
between the kings of Judah and Israel. 

Later writers assume the great influx to have taken 
place after the destruction of the Second Temple. One 
says, “ After Titus the son of Vespasian subjected 
Judea, many of those that could escape from the 
swords of the Roman legions, or the flames that 
reduced the beautiful Jerusalem to ashes, fled, seeking 
an asylum, some in the East, some in Babylon, some 
in Egypt ; and the families of the greatest considera- 
tion were brought to Spain, among whom were the 
remnants of Benjamin and Judah, descendants of the 
house of David .” 13 

At this period many went to Merida; for the 
historian of that city states, “ that they always made 
their residence in the best towns of a state, and from 
their general endeavours to assist each other, those 
expatriated from Jerusalem after the second destruc- 
tion being destitute, came to seek their brethren, who 
had long resided in that city . 14 

The anonymous author of the Memorias of Majorca, 
considers their settling in the Balearic Islands to have 
been sixty-five years before the Christian Era. 

After the conquest of Bither, and the suppression 
of the revolt against the Roman power caused by 
Barchochab, the last effort of the Jewish nation to 

12 Ruth i. 1, 2. 13 Morejon. 14 Vargas. 
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regain their independence, Adrian, who was a native 
of Spain, transported to it a large number of prisoners 
from Judea ; some authors say as many as 50,000 
families, thus greatly increasing the Hebrew popula- 
tion of those Roman provinces. 

Although the Spanish title of Don is generally 
supposed to be derived from an abbreviation of 
the Latin Dominus , and for which, seeing its univer- 
sal application, there might be good grounds were 
the word Dom , yet, when the ancient establishment 
of the Jews in that country is considered, it 
is by far more probable that it originated from the 
Hebrew word j*nx Adon (Lord, Master), which is 
used by Jews, as commonly as Sir in English con- 
versation. 

This opinion has also been entertained by some 
ancient learned lexicographers. 15 



16 Minsheu, Guichard. and others. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Edict of Augustus — Philosophy taught by Jews at Cor- 
dova, Toledo, and Oxford — Proficiency in Astro- 
nomy — Causes of their Medical knowledge — Council 
of Elvira in 304 — Gothic Invasion — Persecution 
at Minorca — Third Council of Toledo — Persecution 
by Sizebut — Fourth Council of Toledo. 

The edict of Augustus in the year 15 b.c., upwards 
of half a century before the destruction by Titus, 
addressed to all the Governors of the Roman provinces 
even to Britain , 1 in favour of the Jews, proves, that 
while Spain was under the dominion of the Romans, 
they enjoyed security and tranquillity ; yet we have 
no accounts of the Hebrew Philosophers, Mathemati- 
cians, Astronomers, Historians, Grammarians, Physi- 
cians, Theologians, Jurists and Poets of that period; 
their names are unknown, but the germs must have 
existed, that produced so many who in after ages 
illustrated the Peninsula, and rendered it so famed 
for learning. At the time that the rest of Europe was 
veiled in superstition and ignorance, and when it 
could boast of no other literature than Monkish 
legends that were unknown beyond the cloisters 
where they were penned, Jewish Rabbins occupied the 
highest chairs of Philosophy and Mathematics in the 
renowned Moorish Schools of Cordova and Toledo. 
Even in England the first school where experimental 
Philosophy, Geometry, Algebra and Logic were taught, 
was that of the Jews at Oxford, in the reign of Henry I. 

1 Semach David. 
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It has yet the record of its ancient teachers in the 
Hebrew names of Moses’ Hall, and Jacob’s Hall. 

By them was the philosophy of the ancients made 
known to Europe. Accustomed from the earliest 
times, in the clear unclouded .Oriental sky, to watch 
and observe the courses of the planetary system, their 
attention was incessantly directed to all the secret 
mysteries of nature ; and they may be classed amongst 
the earliest astronomers. 

In medicine they excelled. V arious causes combined 
to give them this pre-eminence, their industry had 
rendered them masters of commerce. They travelled 
more than other people; and their knowledge of 
foreign languages led them to seek in Greece and the 
ruins of the Roman Empire for ancient manuscripts. 
They knew where the choicest drugs were to be found, 
and how best to preserve them. Their close connection 
with the East (for every doubtful legal question was 
sent to the famous Oriental schools for solution), and 
with Spain, which had become the centre of Arabian 
medicine, made them the chosen physicians of kings, 
princes, popes, and nobles, in preference to others. 
The Arabian medicine was the offspring of the Jewish ; 
yet some historians have unjustly confounded them, 
giving to the former the honor that belongs to the 
latter. The Spanish Hebrews educated at Cordova, 
Toledo, and Zara, furnished masters to the celebrated 
schools of Montpelier and Salerno. 

Europe has scarcely acknowledged, much less repaid, 
the debt she owes to the illustrious Hebrew schools of 
Spain. 

They appear, in that country, not only to have been 
cultivators and possessors of the soil; but numerous, 
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wealthy, respected and honored by its other inhabit- 
ants. Unimpeded, they observed their religion as 
when in the Holy Land ; but as early as in 304, we 
find the Catholic Clergy, fearing the connection of the 
inhabitants with the Jews might prove obstructive to 
the propagation of Christianity, enacted at the Council 
of Elvira the following Canons against the descendants 
of Israel. 2 

“Canon 16. — The daughters of Catholics shall not be given in 
marriage to heretics, unless they submit themselves to the Catholic 
Church; the same is also ordained for Jews and schismatics. Parents 
who transgress this order shall be excommunicated for five years.” 

Jews were not then, as in later periods, considered 
heretics, or they would not have been particularly 
named. 

“ Canon 49. — Landholders are to be admonished not to permit 
the produce they thankfully receive from God to be blessed by the 
Jews, lest our benediction be rendered invalid and unprofitable. 
Should any person presume to do so after this interdiction, let him 
be entirely ejected from the church.” 

This shews that the bishops of that synod feared 
that the Hebrew benediction would be held in higher 
estimation than that of the Catholic Church ; and that 
the inhabitants, from the example of the Jews, had 
learnt to praise and thank the Omnipotent Creator, 
who had bountifully supplied their wants. 

“ Canon 50. — If any person, whether clerical or one of the 
faithful, shall take food with Jews, he is to abstain from our com- 
munion, that he may learn to amend.” 

This proves the happy social state that existed 
before intolerance and bigotry broke the fraternal 
bond. The clergy as well as others partook of the hos- 
pitable meal, and joined the festive board of their 
Jewish neighbours. 



3 Aguirre, Col. Max. 
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“ Canon 78. — If one of the faithful, having a wife, commit adultery 
with a Jewess or Pagan, he is to be ejected from our communion.” 

This would almost lead to the supposition, that 
the Church permitted other adulteries. The Talmud, 
which has since been considered as inducing the Jews 
to be hostile to Christianity, was not then written. 

Years elapsed without the annals of Spain re- 
cording any event that affected the Hebrew race. 

In 410, the hordes of barbarians from the North, 
like a desolating torrent, inundated the Peninsula, 
and drove the Roman Eagles from the Northern 
provinces. While its conquerors professed Arianism, 
the Jews lived undisturbed under the new rulers of 
the land. Kings assumed the regal power only to 
be assassinated by their more fortunate rivals. 

In 418, the Catholic bishop of Minorca persecuted 
them, and took away one of their two synagogues at 
Mahon, where the Jewish population was three hun- 
dred families. They were also numerous at Palma. 
Five hundred and forty are said voluntarily to have 
become converts; which is not probable, as we learn 
they returned to Judaism on the Moors conquering 
the islands. 

Euric, the ninth sovereign, laid the foundation of 
the Fuero Juzgo, the Visigothic code, which was 
subsequently enlarged. His son Recared abjured 
Arianism, and was the first Catholic Yisigoth king of 
Spain. Zeal for his new faith induced him, in the 
fourth year of his reign, anno 589, to convene the 
Third Council of Toledo. Amongst its canons the two 
following respecting the Jews were enacted. 3 

“ Canon 14. — In conformity with the opinion of the Council, our 
glorious king has ordered to be inserted among the canons, that 
Jews shall not be permitted to have Christian wives or concubines. 

3 Aguirre. 
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All children born from such union are to be brought to baptism , 
nor shall they be permitted to purchase Christian slaves to serve 
them. If Christian slaves are circumcised, they shall be liberated 
without ransom, and they shall revert to the Christian religion. 
Nor shall they hold any public office whereby they can inflict any 
punishment on Christians.” 

Although they might not buy slaves to serve them, 
they were not prohibited a commerce which then was 
carried on to a great extent in Spain. From the latter 
enactment, it appears Jews previously held judicial 
offices. 



“ Canon 24. — It is decreed, that Jews, in carrying their dead, 
shall not be permitted to sing Psalms ; but they are to observe their 
ancient custom of bearing and interring their dead. The penalty for 
transgressing this decree is six ounces of gold to be paid to the 
count of the city.” 

This seems to be an infringement on a custom then 
prevalent, and probably considered a religious duty. 

Sizebut, the twenty-fourth sovereign in two cen- 
turies, being raised to the Gothic throne in 612 after 
the assassination of his three predecessors, took from 
the Romans many cities they yet possessed in An- 
dalusia and the South. Seeking to secure his conquests, 
he sent an ambassador to the Emperor Heraclius at 
Constantinople to negociate a peace. The emperor, 
who had been foretold by an astrologer that Christ- 
endom would be in great danger from a circumcised 
people, considered it was the Jews, whose bravery he 
had experienced in his Eastern expedition, and whom 
he knew to be numerous in Spain, made it an article 
of the treaty, that Sizebut should compel them to re- 
nounce Judaism and be baptised, or quit the kingdom. 
That monarch made no difficulty to accept it not- 
withstanding the remonstrances of some bishops who 
represented it as being contrary to Christianity; for 
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Gregory I. who then filled the papal see, desired that 
the concessions that had been granted to the Jews 
should be faithfully observed. Nevertheless Sizebut 
imprisoned many of the most wealthy, and sanctioned 
the murder of those who would not embrace Christ- 
ianity. Numbers abandoned all they possessed to 
preserve their faith, and emigrated to that part of 
Gaul occupied by the Franks. Others passed over to 
Africa; yet a Spanish historian asserts that 90,000 
received baptism, more to escape the horrors that 
awaited the refusal of those who were steadfast to the 
religion of their ancestors, than with sincerity. The 
severity of this barbarous chieftain, who is otherwise 
represented as governing mildly, can only be ac- 
counted for by the supposition, that he feared the 
immense number of the Jewish population in his 
dominions might fulfil the prediction made to He- 
raclius. On his death in 621, many of the converts, 
who had dissembled to accommodate themselves to 
the times, returned and openly professed Judaism. 

The Jews seem to have had some respite from 
persecution, during the short reigns of Recared IT. 
and Suintila, whom Sisenand, with the assistance of 
Dagobert, king of the Franks, deposed. He immediate- 
ly convoked the Fourth Toledan Council, to secure 
himself the usurped Crown; for although Councils 
were originally established to regulate ecclesiastical 
matters, to suppress the scandalous irregularity and 
misconduct of the clergy, and to reform Church 
discipline, those of Spain, a few days after assembling, 
invited- some nobles to join in their deliberations, 
thus constituting themselves a legislative assembly, and 
enacting canons that were to be the law of the land. 
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At this council held in 633, St.Isidor, the bishop 
c.r Seville, presided; and the following canons were 

(‘.line, I, < m 1 regarding the Jews. 4 

“ Canon 57. — In respect to Jews, this holy synod has resolved, 
that in future no one shall be compelled to receive our faith; for 
Cod hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will 
he hardeneth; as such persons are not saved unwillingly, but by 
consent, that the attribute of justice be preserved entire. For as 
man perished by his own free will in submitting to the serpent, so 
when the grace of God calleth, every man is saved by believing, by 
the conversion of his own mind. Therefore they are not to be 
constrained, but persuaded into conversion, by the free agency of 
the will. As to those already forced into Christianity, as was done 
in the time of the most devout prince Sizebut, since it is evident 
they have partaken of the holy sacrament, have received the grace 
of baptism, have been anointed with the chrism, and. received the 
body and blood of our Lord ; it is right they should be obliged to 
retain the faith they have undertaken, although under compulsion 
and necessity, lest the name of God be blasphemed, and the faith 
they have assumed be considered worthless and despicable.” 

Jews were no longer to be forced against their 
will to adopt the Catholic faith ; but the cruelty of 
the other enactments of this Council were such, as a 
bigoted clergy would, in their thirst for domination in 
those dark ages of Gothic ignorance and superstition, 
devise against those who would not submit to their 
religious creed; and, as might be expected, would be 
sanctioned by Sovereigns, who raised to the throne in 
general, on the blood of their predecessors, required 
the powerful aid of the clergy to maintain on their 
heads the crown they had usurped. 

“ Canon 58. — The avarice of some persons is so great, that, as 
the Apostle saith, through covetousness they have erred from the 
faith. Many ecclesiastics and laymen have, by accepting presents 
from the Jews, bestowed their protection on infidelity; such persons 
are deservedly to be held as belonging to Antichrist, who thus act 
contrary to Christ. Therefore, whoever henceforth, whether bishop 

4 Aguirre. 
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ecclesiastic, or layman, shall afford them his protection, for reward 
or favor, to the disparagement of the Christian faith, let him become 
an alien from the Catholic Church and the kingdom of God, as a 
truly profane and sacrilegious person ; for it is right that he should 
be severed from the body of Christ, who makes himself a patron 
of Christ’ s enemies.” 

This shews that even the highest clergy could not 
resist a tempting bribe; and, notwithstanding their 
pretended zeal for the Catholic faith, Jewish money 
could purchase their protection. 

“ Canon 59. — Many who have formerly been elevated to the 
Christian faith, are now known, in contempt of Christ, not only to 
practise Jewish ceremonies, but have even dared to practise the 
abomination of circumcision. By the advice of our most pious and 
religious prince, Sisenand the king, this holy Synod hath decreed 
that such transgressors, being apprehended on the authority of the 
prelates, shall be recalled to the true worship, according to Chris- 
tian doctrine, so that those who will not amend of their own accord, 
may be compelled by sacerdotal correction. Should such persons as 
they may have circumcised, be children of the above, they shall 
be taken from the society of their parents; and if slaves, they 
shall be liberated in compensation for the injury.” 

This proves that the forced converts returned as soon 
as possible to the religion of their fathers, and practised 
its earliest sacred rite. The sacerdotal correction of 
those who would not again be persuaded to follow 
Catholicism is not stated. Whatever it might have 
been, this is certain, priests became executioners. 

“ Canon 60. — We decree, that the sons and daughters of Jews 
are to be separated from their parents, lest they be involved in their 
errors. They are to be placed in monasteries, or with Christian 
men and women who fear God, that by their society they may learn 
the worship of the true faith, that, being thus better instructed, they 
may improve in morals and belief.” 

In the present age, it is hardly possible to believe 
that men, considered as ministers of God, could have 
enacted so barbarous and unnatural a decree, as to 
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separate children from their parents. How discordant 

to the religion they preached ! 

“ Canon 61. — If Jews that have been baptised, afterwar s re 
nounce Christianity, and thus become liable to any penalty, their 
believing children shall not be excluded inheriting their property ; 
for it is written, The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father.” 

Policy may have dictated this, as fear of losing 
their portion of their father’s property might have 
operated on children who had been converted, and 
induced them to renounce their newly-adopted creed, 
for the religion of their forefathers. 

“ Canon 62. — The company of the wicked frequently corrupteth 
the good, how much more that of the viciously inclined. Therefore, 
there is to be no communion between Jews that have been con- 
verted to the Christian faith, and those who adhere to their ancient 
rites, lest by associating with them they be perverted. Therefore, 
any that have been baptized, that do not avoid the society of un - 
believers, shall be given over to Christians, and the former be 
publicly scourged.” 

By another barbarous enactment worthy of that 
age, a convert speaking to a Jew became a slave, and 
the Jew he spoke to was to be publicly scourged. On 
what a fragile reed must that faith then have rested, 
when two individuals conversing together became dan- 
gerous to it. The severity of this law is a proof how 
easily the newly made converts returned to their duty 
to their God. 

“ Canon 63. — Jew's who have Christian wives are to be advised 
by the bishop of their diocese, that if they wish to live with them 
they must become Christians; and if, after being so admonished, 
they refuse to obey, they are to be separated, as an unbeliever 
cannot remain in wedlock with a woman who has become a Christian. 
The children are to brought up in the faith of their mother ; and 
those born of unbelieving mothers and believing fathers, are to 
follow the Christian religion, and not the Jewish superstitions.” 

Separating husband and wife never was Christian 
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doctrine, this law enabled a faithless wife, by the act 
of embracing Christianity, to divorce herself without 
further ceremony from her injured husband; if such 
there were, could the Christian faith gain by the ac- 
quisition of such proselytes? 

“ Canon. 64. — He who is faithless to God cannot be true to man. 
Therefore Jews who were formerly Christians, but now deny the 
faith in Christ, are not to be admitted as witnesses, although they 
declare themselves to be Christians. For if suspected in respect to 
their faith in Christ, their testimony on human affairs is unsafe. 
No confidence can be placed in the testimony of those brought up in 
falsehood; nor is credit due to those that reject the true faith.” 

Persons suspected of having no religion might justly 
be excluded from giving evidence ; but hereby Jews 
who continued faithful to their religion are not pre- 
vented being witnesses. 

“ Canon. 65. — By command of the most excellent Lord and King 
Sisenand, this holy council has decreed that Jews and their de- 
scendants are not to hold public employments, as scandal would 
thereby be given to Christians ; therefore, provincial judges, to- 
gether with ecclesiastics, are to prevent their fraudulently obtaining 
such employments, and their succeeding therein. Should any judge 
tolerate such proceedings, he is to be excommunicated the same as 
for sacrilege, and the person that obtains the office shall be publicly 
scourged.” 

This interdict shews that Jews at that period held 
public offices, and is opposed to their conversion ; for 
no benefit could accrue therefrom, since even their 
descendants were precluded from holding public em- 
ployments ; yet the severity of the enactment against 
the judge who clandestinely permitted it, indicates 
they were in the habit of conniving at it. 

“ Canon. 66. — By the decree of the most glorious prince, this 
council has resolved, that no Jew shall have Christian servants, nor 
purchase Christian slaves, nor retain such by gift of any person. 
As it is shameful that the members of Christ should serve the 

C 
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ministers of Antichrist. Henceforward, should any Jew are 
keep Christian slaves of either sex, they shall be liberated, an re 
stored to their freedom.” 

This was an infringement on their trade, which 
former Councils had not interfered with, the Third 
Toledan Council had only prohibited their keeping 
Christian slaves as servants, which it would appear 
had not been attended to, or they would not have 
found it necessary to repeat the injunction. 



CHAPTER III. 

Sixth , Eighth , Ninth , Tenth , Twelfth , and Sixteenth 
Councils of Toledo.— ^Settlements in Africa . — 
Seventeenth Council of Toledo. 

Chintilla having been raised to the throne on the 
demise of Sisenand, who had in 635, the last year of 
his reign, convoked the Fifth Council of Toledo, which 
probably, considering the preceding one had done 
sufficient against the Jews, makes no mention of them. 
But the Sixth, assembled by Chintilla, in 638, con- 
firmed all former enactments against that innocent 
people ; for we find no crime on record imputed to 
them individually or collectively, except their ad- 
herence to the law their forefathers had received at 
Mount Sinai, could be so deemed. 

This Council less liberal than that St. Isidor had 
presided over, enacted by. 1 

“ Canon. 3. — The inflexible treachery of the Jews has by piety 
and divine grace been overcome ; for inspired by the Most High 
God, our most excellent and Christian prince, inflamed with ardour 
for the faith, together with the clergy of his kingdom, has resolved 

1 Aguirre, Col 1 . Max. 
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to destroy their prevarication and superstition to the utmost, by not 
permitting the residence of any person in the land who is not a 
Catholic. For which zeal we give thanks to the Almighty King 
of Heaven, that He has created so illustrious a soul, and endued it 
with His wisdom. May he grant him a long life in this world, and 
everlasting glory in the future. 

“ We therefore now decree, and confirm what has hitherto been 
enacted in general synod respecting the Jews, seeing that all re- 
quisite for their salvation has been done with circumspection. We 
now declare all such edicts to be valid.” In addition to which they 
added: “We hereby deliberately resolve, that whoever in future 
shall obtain the sovereignty, shall not ascend the throne before he 
has sworn not to permit the Jews to infringe this holy faith, and in 
no wise to be seduced, either through neglect or cupidity to favor 
their perfidy.” 

The latter part of this Canon shews, that the Clergy 
suspected that even these intolerant Yisigothic kings, 
might be bribed not to enforce the execution of the 
conciliary decrees ; and is the first instance of their 
assuming in Spain to dictate laws to their Sove- 
reign. 

It might be supposed this rigorous decree would 
have struck a mortal blow to the Hebrew nation in 
the Peninsula; but the frequent revolutions of the 
throne, the instability of the royal authority, and the 
troubles that accompanied each election and accession 
to the crown, added to the ignorance of the admin- 
istrators of the law and the clergy, who in general 
could neither read or write, were causes that prevented 
the strict execution of the decrees of the Councils, 
and rendered them ineffective. An extraordinary 
fact is, that these laws neither effected the conversion, 
nor extirpation of the Jews ; but there were Christians 
who embraced Judaism. Attached to their domes- 
tic hearths, the productive returns of the soil they 
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industriously cultivated, their extensive commerce, 
and the graves of their dearest ties, they yet remained.; 
aware that their wealth and the venality even of the 
Clergy could secure them protection in time of need. 

They do not appear to have been molested during 
the short reign of his son Tulga, nor in the succeeding 
one of Chindasvinto who had deposed him ; although, 
to legalise his usurpation and obtain the support of 
the clergy, he took the prescribed oath. Contrary 
to the fundamental laws of the kingdom and the 
rights of the nobles, the crown being elective, he as- 
sociated with him in the regal power his son Reces- 
vinthus, who ascended the throne on the death of his 
father in 649. 

At the Eighth Council of Toledo, he presented a 
memorial recorded by Aguirre, and embodied in the 
Fuero Juzgo, 2 said to be from the newly converted 
Jews of Toledo, who feared a threatened enquiry into 
their conduct as good Catholics. This seems to be a 
spurious document, and probably was some forgery 
imposed upon him; for it can scarcely be believed to 
have emanated from persons "who had professed Ju- 
daism; that they would abrogate its most sacred 
rites, and break off all connection with their Jewish 
relatives, solely under condition that they should not 
be forced to eat pork. 

We find no further mention made of them during 
his reign ; if we except the twentieth canon of the Ninth 
Toledan Council held two years after, which enjoined 
'all baptised Jews strictly to observe all the festivals 
of the New Testament, and to attend all solemnities 
of the Church, under pain of being sentenced to fast, 
or to be scourged. 

2 Vide infra, Chap. IV Jaw xvi 
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Notwithstanding the decrees of Councils, the Clergy 
sold their slaves to Jews ; and the trade was so openly 
carried on, that the Tenth Council of Toledo, held in 
656, found it necessary to enact a Canon against 
such traffic. On the death of Recesvinthus in 672, 
Wamba, against his will, was forced by the Nobles and 
Clergy to accept the Crown. He found his Jewish 
subjects numerous ; for during the tranquillity they 
had enjoyed for some years, they had greatly in- 
creased, to which their early marriages and active life 
mainly contributed. As the new king was obliged 
to take the prescribed oath, and to order all uncon- 
verted Jews to be expelled from the kingdom, the 
decree was rigidly executed. Some went to Africa; 
and numbers who would not submit to baptism, passed 
the Pyrenees, and sought an asylum in Narbonne 
and Gascony, where they were kindly received. Dur- 
ing his reign, the Saracens made their first attempt 
against Spain, but this attack his bravery defeated. 
Recovering from the effects of poison administered at 
the instigation of Ervig who, dazzled by the brilliancy 
of a diadem, sought his death, he retired to a mon- 
astery in 680, abdicating with pleasure to his am- 
bitious rival a throne he had been forced to occupy. 

To secure his ill-acquired dignity, Ervig, in 681, 
assembled the Twelfth Council of Toledo, when the 
following was enacted : 3 

u Canon 9. — ,We have read with careful attention the laws lately 
promulgated by our most glorious prince, in various divisions, upon 
the execrable perfidy of the Jews. With due consideration, we 
likewise have approved all those regulations ; and, as they have been 
justly ordained and approved by synodal examination, they shall 
henceforward be held as an irrevocable course in judicial pro- 
ceedings against the transgressors of them.” 



3 Aguirre. 
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“ The laws in repetition of former laws against Jewish trans- 
gressions, and the late ratification of the same.” 

“ That Jews shall not abstain themselves, nor withhold their 
children or slaves from baptism.” 

“ That Jews shall not celebrate the Passover as accustomed, nor 
practise circumcision, nor dissuade any one from the Christian faith. 

“That Jews shall not presume to observe the Sabbath, or any 
festival of their religion.” 

“ That Jews shall not work on the Lord’s day nor on other speci- 
fied days.” 

“ That Jews shall make no distinction in food.” 

“ That Jews shall no longer marry near relations.” 

“ That Jews shall not dare to defend their religion to the dis- 
paragement of ours, nor flee anywhere to avoid the faith ; nor shall 
any person harbour such.” 

“ That no Chiistian accept any gift whatever to the prejudice of 
the Christian faith.” 

“ That Jews shall not read books abhorred by the Christian faith.” 
“ That no Christian slave shall belong to Jews.” 

“ If a Jew declares himself to be a Christian, and on that account 
refuses to give up a slave.” 

“ Every Jew on embracing the faith to deliver his profession in 
writing.” 

“ The conditions Jews are to swear to, on renouncing Judaism 
for the faith.” 

“ Concerning Christian slaves of Jews not declared to be Christians, 
and respecting those who shall denounce them.” 

“No Jew shall dare to govern, strike, or arrest any Christian in 
virtue of any authority, except by royal ordinance.” 

“ That unconverted slaves of Jews receiving the Christian faith, 
shall receive their freedom.” 

“ That Jews shall not presume on the authority of land proprietors 
or others, to govern a Christian family, and the penalties to be in- 
flicted on those that give them such authority.” 

“ That a Jew arriving from any other province or territory of 
our dominions, shall without delay present himself before the bjtehop 
or priest of the place, and what is proper he should observe.” 

“ The manner in which bishops are to muster Jews at stated times.” 
“Any person having a Jew in his service, shall deliver him up 
on the demand of any priest.” 
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‘‘ That the duty of distinguishing Jews belongs solely to priests.” 

“ On the penalties priests and magistrates incur for delay in 
executing the laws against the Jews.” 

“ That magistrates shall not presume without the sanction of the 
priest, to decide any matter of Jewish transgression.” 

“ That bishops are exempt from penalties when their presbyters 
have not sent for their abjudication, what they have failed to correct.” 
“ The prerogative of mercy towards those who are truly converted 
to the Christian faith is reserved to princes.” 

“ Every bishop shall furnish the Jews of his diocese with a book 
written against their errors, and shall store in the archives of his 
cathedral, their professions and conditions.” 

“ The promulgation of all these laws as approved by synodal 
decision, by our unanimous consent, shall be enforced against those 
that transgress them.” 

These elaborate laws as will be seen could not be 
carried into effect. Probably the severity and prolixity 
of their enactments, rendered them as fruitless, as all 
other anterior decrees of councils had proved. 

Ervig having named as his successor Egica, the 
nephew of Wamba, he was succeeded by him on his 
death in 687. The year after his accession, Egica 
convoked the Fifteenth Council, but nothing was said 
or done respecting the Jews. At the Sixteenth, held 
in 693, as he found the oppressive laws of his prede- 
cessors had proved ineffective, he sought by rewards 
to keep the converts to their newly assumed faith. 

His patent for its convocation contains the follow- 
ing; 4 “In conformity to our late proclamation, none 
of those Jews who persevere in their obstinacy, shall 
approach the tribunal of justice on any subject what- 
ever, nor shall presume to transact any business with 
CSristians. Nevertheless, if any of the said Hebrews, 
their wives or children, shall hereafter sincerely em- 
brace the Catholic faith, renouncing all prevaricating 



4 Aguirre. 
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errors and the ceremonies of their former religion, let 
him he free from every subjection he was under while 
in his state of error, and was accustomed to contribute 
to the public service.” The council enacted : — 

“ Canon 1 . — Notwithstanding many writers of the ancient fathers, 
and promulgated laws extant, condemning the false belief of the 
Jews, yet, as the prophetic record declares, ‘ the sin of Judah 
is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond,’ 
they still persevere in the blindness of their obstinacy on a yet 
harder rock. It is too plain that the walls of the Catholic Church 
are often attacked by the engines of their infidelity. Therefore 
they must be unwillingly corrected, or awfully crushed while per- 
ishing for ever under the judgment of God. 

“ It is the laudable practice' of skilful physicians to press the 
art of healing on those who suffer various diseases, until they accept 
the wholesome remedy. Then, as the earnest desire and ready 
devotion of our glorious and Christ-loving king, Egica, are willing 
to provide the virtue of this admirable medicine for them, that 
either they be converted to the faith, or if adhering to their infidelity 
be more severely treated, by his command and exhortation our 
council has unanimously resolved : — 

“ That all provisions contained in the decrees and laws of our 
predecessors in the Catholic faith, for the destruction of their per- 
fidy, shall be more strictly enforced by all ecclesiastics and ma- 
gistrates; and what we now ordain shall be equally zealously 
observed. Namely, 

“ That all those who shall be sincerely converted, and without 
subterfuge faithfully keep the Catholic faith, shall remain secure 
in their possessions and property, and exempt from every tax they 
have been accustomed to pay to our sacred treasury ; but such as 
continue in their infidelity shall pay the full amount of their cus- 
tomary taxation for the public benefit. 

“ Those who have abandoned their errors, shall only pay to the 
revenue the same as other freemen, and be at full liberty to carry 
on business, and equally with Christians, shall discharge any public 
duty they may be appointed to by the king; for the rule of faith 
requires that every one adorned with the faith of Christ, should be 
held as noble and honorable among men. 

“We fully confirm the said law, which, as above stated, has been 
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promulgated by our lord the king, Egica, for the suppvesssion of 
contumacy, and by this decree of our constitution, declare it to be 
of immoveable stability.” 

But Egica did not succeed in his purpose; for 
although some few, allured by becoming nobles and 
being relieved from heavy imposts, may have abjured 
the religion of their fathers, they remained firm in 
their faith ; and they appear to have been numerous. 
In the early part of his reign, instead of prosecuting, 
he was favorable to his Hebrew subjects. He annulled 
the capital punishments they were liable to, and sub- 
stituted banishment or scourging, which was not even 
inflicted. They were at first tolerated, and then owned 
lands, houses, and slaves ; for we find a colony of Jews 
at this period existed in the Pyrenees. Repeated 
emigrations had led them to form settlements on the 
opposite coasts of Africa, and naturally a mutual 
sympathy for absent friends and mercantile enterprise 
led to a constant correspondence and communication 
between the opposite shores of the Mediterranean, as 
Jews were located in most of the seaports, for the 
benefit of their commerce. 

Although history is silent as to the Saracens making 
any attempt against Spain since their defeat by 
Wamba ; it may yet be supposed the design was not 
abandoned. Egica suspected the Hebrews of the two 
shores had combined to assist them in the conquest of 
the Peninsula, a suspicion founded on the idea that 
they would gladly embrace the opportunity of aveng- 
ing the wrongs and persecutions they had suffered 
since Catholic Visigoth sovereigns had wielded the 
Iberian sceptre. Proofs he had none, or he would 
have laid them before the Seventeenth Council of 
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Toledo, held the following year, 694, instead of the 
vague accusation, “that he had recently learnt by open 
avowal, that the Hebrews had plotted with others 
beyond the sea to effect the ruin of Christendom. 
That Council enacted; — 

“ Canon 8. — By command of our most pious king, Egica, who, 
inflamed with zeal for the Lord, and impelled by ardour for the 
holy faith, not only wishes to avenge the insult offered to Christ’s 
cross, but to prevent by severity the ruin they had savagely en- 
gaged to bring on his country and people, that the perjurers them- 
selves and their posterity be deprived of all their property and 
possessions, the same being confiscated to the national treasury, 
that they be deprived of their homes in all the provinces of Spain, 
and be subjected to perpetual slavery under those he may assign 
them to ; and so remain for ever. Nor shall any opportunity by 
connivance be afforded them of recovering their liberty, while they 
continue obstinate in their unbelief, for they are branded with 
numberless transgressions. 

“ We likewise ordain, that certain Christian slaves that belong 
to such Jews, as shall be selected at the king’s will, shall either 
receive from their owner’s property as much as the king by his 
authority shall grant, or written letters of manumission; and the 
duties hitherto performed for the public by those Jews, are to be 
performed to the full extent, without diminution by the said slaves 
whom our said prince may have selected. 

“ Finally, the persons to whom the said Jews shall have been 
appropriated by our said Lord the king, shall sign a bond on their 
honor, not to permit them to perform their worship, or celebrate 
their rites, or in any way to follow the perfidy of their ancestors. 

“ We further decree that their children of both sexes of seven 
years old and upwards, are not to reside or associate with their parents, 
but their owners shall give them to be brought up by faithful Chris- 
tians, keeping in view that the males are to be united in marriage 
with Christian women, and the females married to Christian men. 

“ And as before said, permission shall not be given either to the 
parents or children, to observe the ceremonies of Jewish super- 
stition, nor opportunity be afforded them of again walking in the 
paths of their unbelief.” 
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The foregoing demonstrates how inefficient all for- 
mer decrees had been to eradicate Judaism from the 
Hebrew breast. Taught from their earliest infancy to 
acknowledge the unity of God, the Creator of heaven 
and earth, by “ Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord is our God, 
the Lord is One !” 5 it remains indelibly imprinted on 
their souls, and with their last expiring breath, they 
repeat the sacred verse. Nor could anterior enact- 
ments be carried into effect, from causes before stated ; 
to which probably may be added, the reluctance of 
the inhabitants to oppress a people with whom they 
had lived in friendly intercourse for centuries before 
the Gothic conquest. 

Notwithstanding former interdicts, they yet were 
possessed of slaves, and served the State ; and the 
latter part of the Canon corroborates the assertion of 
Llorente, that many of the present grandees and 
nobles of Spain are descended from Jewish ances- 
tors. 

This, like preceding conciliary decrees tended only 
to the involuntary apostasy of a few, and the emigra- 
tion of many ; for as Aguirre says, “ Many edicts were 
in vain made by the Gothic kings against the Jews.” 
The Fuero Juzgo was first compiled in 634; but by 
the following translation it will be seen that many later 
laws are added to it, and that those regarding Jews 
were more specially directed against converts. 



5 Deut. vi, 4. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

®f)t dfun-o StHgo or “ Visigothic Code." 

BOOK xii. TITLE 2. 

Laws on Heretics and Jews. 



IV. — No Jew is in any manner to revile or abandon tbe 
holy Christian faith which the saints received by baptism. 
No person shall impugn it by word or deed, nor attack it either 
secretly or overtly. No one shall hide himself to avoid re- 
ceiving it, nor shall any person secrete one that he may escape. 
No Jew shall in future think to return to his errors and ex- 
communicated religion; no one shall imagine, utter, or by any 
act publish the deceitful religion of the Jews, which is con- 
trary to that of Christians. No one shall attempt by force to 
infringe or to murmur against the Christian establishments. 
No person shall harbour any one acquainted with the said 
prohibitions, nor delay giving information against the person 
who hides one, and the place where he is secreted. Whoever 
transgresses what we here ordain, shall receive the punishment 
the law enacts . — The King Don Recesvinthus. 

V- — No Jew shall celebrate his passover on the fourteenth 
day of any month, nor make holidays on the days they have 
been accustomed to, nor observe any of the great or minor 
festivals conformable to their former error. No one shall in 
future observe the festivals, sabbaths, or other feasts, nor 

1 Madrid Edit. 1600. 
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shall any one presume to respect or keep them hereafter. If 
any person is found to do it he shall receive the punishment 
specially established. — Ibid. 

VI. — No Jew shall presume to marry or commit adultery, 
or incest with a relative within the sixth degree, nor make 
marriage feasts unless according to Christian custom: any 
person that does so shall be punished and fined. — Ibid. 

VII. — No Jew shall circumcise himself, nor permit another 
person to do it to a freeman, slave, or one who has been 
liberated, whether a native or foreigner; he is neither thus to 
mutilate his flesh, nor that of any other person; and any one 
who does, or permits another to do it, shall receive the punish- 
ment established by law. — Ibid. 

VIII. — The apostle St. Paul saith, that all things are pure 
to men who are pure in faith, but that nothing is pure to 
those that are defiled by not being of the faithful; therefore it 
is right that the impurity which is the greatest of impurities 
ought to be removed and rejected from among Christians; 
therefore we establish that no Jew shall make a distinction 
between one meat and another, according to their custom and 
the usages of their religion. No one shall abstain from eating 
Such things as he ought, and that from their nature seem good. 
No person is to eat one food and refuse another, except such 
as Christian custom ordains, and should it be proved that 
any person transgresses this law he shall be punished accor- 
dingly. — Ibid. 

IX. — We specially command by this decree, that no Jew 
in any cause can be a witness against a Christian, although 
the Christian be a slave; nor can he in any trial have a Chris- 
tian put to the torture, nor can he be received as the accuser; 
that the faith of an infidel may not be more valued than that 
of the faithful, and the members of Christ be rendered sub- 
servient to their enemies; but Jews may give testimony in 
causes between each other or against their slaves. According 
to law they may plead, and bring them to judgment before 
Christian judges. — Ibid. 
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X. — A liar to man is disgraced, and ought to be punis e , 
bow much more so should those who are proved to act e 
ceitfully against the law of God, such persons ought not to e 
admitted as witnesses against Christians; we therefore forbid 
Jews whether baptised or not, being received as witnesses 
against Christians; but their descendants may give testimony 
together with Christians, provided their good conduct and 
sincere faith is proved to the priest, king, or judge. — Ibid. 

XT. — This law is made to punish the perfidy of the Jews, 
more severely than enacted by former laws, therefore we ordain, 
that every Jew who transgresses the enactments and prohibitions 
contained in the aforesaid laws, and refuses to observe and 
maintain them as they have engaged, is to be put to death by 
their hands, and to be stoned or burnt. If the prince desires 
to spare the life of any person convicted of such crime, he 
shall make him a slave to whomever he chooses, and his property 
shall be given to other Jews, in such manner that it never 
again come into his possession, nor shall he ever be released 
from slavery. — Ibid. 

XII. — We order that no Jew shall purchase or accept as a 
gift a Christian slave ; and if he buy or receive one as a gift, 
(and circumcise him, he is to lose the sum he paid, and the 
slave is to be manumitted) whether male or female. All the 
property of a Jew who circumcises a Christian slave shall be 
confiscated to the king. — Sizebut. 

XIII. — Whereas the law made long since by our ancestor 
King Recared, that Christian slaves should not be in the pos- 
session of a Jew, would have sufficed had the Jews not sub- 
sequently beguiled the hearts of princes to benefit them con- 
trary to justice; and whereas we have made laws against them 
and in various ways opposed their deceit ; as in former times 
they have transgressed the law made by the said prince, our 
ancestor, we therefore by this law ordain, that any Christian 
slaves that were in the possession of Jews when the said law 
was made, whether liberated or not, are to have the rights of 
Roman citizens, and according to law are to be free. And if 
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any of the slaves liberated in consequence of that ordinance of 
the king have been sold, or by deed or otherwise placed in 
the hands of another person, such bond is invalid, and such 
sale annulled. The slave is to be free, the seller receiving the 
value established by law, and he is to live in freedom by his 
labour, the same as other working people; and in proportion 
to the wages he earns, he shall be bound to pay a part to his 
former master. And if they have obtained any slaves since the 
law of the said prince was made, we command that they sell 
or liberate them by the calends of July. Christians who have 
been circumcised by Jews, and observe their customs, shall be 
punished according to law. Those who again become slaves 
to Jews, or that according to law ought to be free, and are 
yet held by them in slavery, shall receive amends for it ac- 
cording to law, the same as a free man would. Jews that are 
converted to the holy Christian faith, shall have their portion 
of their father’s slaves, but neither the father or son shall make 
the apportionment in the sale of slaves; it shall be done by 
the purchaser solely. And Jews who have craftily obtained 
any concessions from our predecessors, the same are cancelled 
and devolve again to the king. Slaves of Jews that have had 
themselves baptised, or are found desirous to do so, and are in 
the possession of their masters, are to be immediately liberated; 
they are to pay the amount on receiving their freedom, and 
not having the means, and being unable to do it, they are to 
serve him at the same wages as a freeman, until the amount 
is paid.. — Ibid. 

XIV. — We give health to the poor of our kingdom when 
we relieve the faithful to God from the power of infidels ; for 
the faith of Christians is much exalted when the craft of the 
Jews exercises no power over them: then the power of God 
can walk in the love of Christ. Therefore by this law which 
is to be valid hereafter for ever, in presence of all the barons 
of our court, we enact, that from the first year of our reign, no 
Jew shall have under him any Christian freeman, slave, or 
youth, nor have them to serve him gratuitously; nor do we 
permit him in any manner to exercise authority over such, 
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but we permit him to sell bis slave with his earnings an 
property to a Christian in our dominions. And we or er 
that no person shall have the power to sell his slave out o 
the kingdom, but only in the places where they reside. And 
we order that if the slave has no property of his own, the 
vendor shall give the purchaser sufficient to clothe and main- 
tain him; this we order, that it may not appear that the 
seller throws him on the wide world. And if a Jew wishes 
to liberate his slave, and he turn Christian, he is to do it 
according to the usage of Koman citizens, in such^ manner 
that he shall not be bound to serve any Jew, but may if he 
chooses, live away from them and their society. And if a Jew 
fraudulently liberate or sell a slave, and such sale or release 
cause injury to the person he had previously sold him to, if a 
freeman discovers the fraud, the Jew shall make good the 
loss, and if the Christian who assisted in committing the fraud 
have no property, he shall be given as a slave to whom- 
soever the king pleases; and should it be a person of rank 
half his property is to be confiscated, and he is to be de- 
graded for ever. And if a slave discover it, he shall be 
liberated and released by his owner, which freedom is valid 
for his whole life, and he is to receive a pound of gold 
from those who committed the fraud, and the king shall give 
another slave to the owner in lieu of the one liberated. And 
if a Jew circumcises a Christian, or converts a Christian 
woman to his religion, he is to be beheaded, and his property 
is to be confiscated to the king, and the informer is to be 
rewarded. 

Slaves born from the connection of Christians with Jews 
are by our order to be Christians. If they will not consent, 
they are to be publicly scourged and branded, and by order 
of the king shall be given to some Christian as slaves. If such 
connections are clandestinely carried on in our kingdom, the 
Jew may, if he chooses, become a Christian ; but if he will 
not, the connection is to be broken off, and he is to be 
banished from our kingdom for ever. To the above we add, 
that if a Jew wishes to turn to the Christian faith, and receive 
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the holy baptism, he shall retain unmolested all the property 
he then possesses. And we command that this law, and all 
we have ordered herein, is to be carried into full effect by 
the calends of July, and if after the said time until the 
calends of July next following, any Jew should be found pos- 
sessing a Christian slave, half his property shall be confiscated 
to the king, and the slave will be free; nor may the Jew 
demand any payment for his person, nor anything from his 
future earnings. And this law, which we make from the love 
of mercy and religion, for the preservation of our people, we 
order with God’s help is to be for ever in force. 

Jesus Christ who conquers, will make all the kings our suc- 
cessors, who observe the enactments of this law, conquerors; 
and prolong the reign of those who shall be inclined to keep 
it ; and although we do not believe, that the enactments of this 
law will ever be violated, yet should any one infringe or not 
observe it, let him in that age be degraded more than other men, 
and his life be destroyed at the time he thinks of acting con- 
trary thereto ; may the load of his sins for transgressing this law 
and its enactments be so heavy, that, on the awful day on 
which he is to come for judgment and our Lord is to appear, 
he be separated from the faithful flock of Christ, and placed 
with Jews on the left hand, and burnt in flames of fire with 
the devil for his companion. And we declare this, that the 
punishment of those who violate this law may be severe, and 
that those who enforce its provisions be well rewarded. 

XV. — In the execution of the foregoing laws, which we and 
our ancestors have made to eradicate the perfidy of the Jews, 
we have been pleased, in confirmation and to enforce the same, 
to add the following : for where we have given shelter to the 
enemies of the faith, and established guards against all the de- 
ceptions of infidels, it is right that we should confirm what has 
been done, and that we respect those that have been confirmed ; 
for inasmuch as the architect only demonstrates the inge- 
nuity of art, while the work remains firm and is most re- 
spected, then, that the deceit of the Jews, which we have 

D 




34 



THE FUERO JUZGO, 



always in every way endeavoured to suppress, and to prevent 
the formation of their communicated establishments, we t ere 
fore by this law enact : — 

That no person of any religion, or of any rank or quality, 
or attached to our court, either great or small, or any per- 
son of any people, or of any note, or of princes or grandees, 
shall endeavour or devise to assist Jews who will not be 
baptised, to remain in their faith and customs ; nor those that 
have been baptized to return to their perfidy and bad customs. 
No person, from being powerful, shall presume to defend 
them to remain in their wickedness; no one shall endeavour 
by word or deed to aid them therein, as it is opposed to 
the holy Christian faith. Nor shall any one attempt to prove, 
say, or do, either privately or publicly, any thing against it, 
should any one dare to do it, whether he is a bishop, eccle- 
siastic, or layman, of whom it be proved, he shall be sepa- 
rated from the society of Christians, and excommunicated by 
the Church. A fourth part of his property shall be confiscated 
to the king ; as it is just, that those who go in opposition to 
the love of Christ and the truth, in favour of its enemies, 
should be separated from the society of the faithful, and lose 
their property. 

Whoever transgresses this law, shall receive the sentence 
promulgated in the preceding of King Sizebut. 

XVI. — The abjuration and protest made by the Jews 
against their religion in the time of king Rescesvinthus : — 

To our Lord the most merciful and much honored king, 
Rescesvinthus. 

We, all the Jews of Toledo who have signed, and put our 
usual signatures hereto, salute you. 

We remember that in former times by command of king 
Chintila, that we truly and justly promised and engaged by 
writings, that we all would receive and observe the Christian 
faith; but as the errors of our fathers prevent our sincerely 
believing in our Lord Jesus Christ, and firmly to practise 
the Christian faith ; we therefore now of our free will and 
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accord, answer to your highness for ourselves, our wives and 
children, that henceforward we will not practise any Jewish 
custom. 

We will in no way associate with Jews that will not be 
baptised. 

We will not marry with any relative within the sixth 
degree, nor commit incest with any female of our family; 
and hereafter, we, our sons, and descendants both male and 
female, will marry Christians. 

We will not have our flesh circumcised, nor keep the pass- 
over, sabbaths, or the other festivals ; nor refrain from meats 
according to Jewish custom; nor live or perform anything 
as they do: but we all will with sincere faith, great devotion, 
and willing accord, believe in Christ, the son of the living God, 
as is ordained by the evangelists and apostles whom we acknow- 
ledge and reverence. All will sincerely profess the holy 
Christian faith, in the observance of the festivals, marriages, 
food, and every other custom, without hesitation, reservation, 
or any reason on our part against fulfilling all we here pro- 
mise. In regard to swine’s flesh, we promise, that although 
from not being accustomed to it we cannot eat it, yet, 
without objection or scruple, we will eat anything seasoned 
or cooked with it. 

And should any of us be accused of transgressing the 
least of the aforesaid, or do anything contrary to the Chris- 
tian faith, either by word or deed, or delay performing what 
we have promised, we swear by the said Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, which are one God in Trinity, that we will 
stone and burn any of those who are reported to have 
transgressed anything of the above. 

And should you in your mercy wish to preserve his life, 
he shall immediately become a slave ; and you may give 
him with all his property to whomsoever you please, and do 
with his person and property whatever you think fit, not 
only from the power you possess as king, but by this our 
act and deed we willingly sanction, under date of the 1 2th 
of the calends of March, in the sixth year of your reign (655). 
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XYII. — As Christians necessarily complain of the evil that 
arises from those opposed to the Christian faith, on that ac- 
count they are not to pardon those that abandon the best 
promise and turn to the worst ; and, in proportion as the 
presumption is more cruel and surprising, so ought the punish- 
ment to be more severe and cruel. 

We therefore by this law enact, that any Christian, parti- 
cularly those so born, whether man or woman, that should 
hereafter be found to be circumcised, or that practise 
Jewish customs, which, God forbid, shall suffer the severest 
punishment, and be put to death by us and Christians, 
to know how detestable and excommunicated is the crime 
he has committed, and all his property shall be confiscated 
to the king, that neither his heirs nor relations derive bene- 
fit from such error. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Jews recalled by Witiza — Invasion of the Moors — 
Jews protected by them — Capitulation of Toledo — 
Pelage forms a Christian Monarchy — Manuscripts 
of Granada burnt — Muley Hassan's Library at 
Tunis destroyed — Change of Moorish dynasty — 
The Persian Schools closed — R. Moses clad in Sack- 
cloth — Heroic Conduct of his Wife — Talmud translated 
into Arabic. 

On Witiza, who had for some years previously 
shared with his father Egica the regal power, becoming, 
in 701, sole sovereign of Spain, brighter prospects 
opened for the Peninsula. He sought to heal the 
wounds tyranny and persecution had inflicted on it 
during nearly three centuries. He reduced the taxes ; 
he recalled those whom his father had banished ; he 
reinstated them in their honors and offices and re- 
stored their property. That no remembrance of the 
accusations against them might remain, he ordered 
the proceedings to be burnt; and permitted the Jews 
who had forcibly been baptised, to return to the reli- 
gion they had involuntarily abjured. Thousands 
returned to their abandoned homes and a country 
endeared to them by long residence, so that when a 
few years after, Granada was taken by the Moors, they 
found it a Jewish town. But so sudden a transition 
from the warlike habits of his people, to the enjoyment 
of peace, raised many enemies against him, the intole- 
rant clergy was not among the most backward. 
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The monkish chroniclers of the time assert, that e 
assassinated the duke of Cantabria, and had the eyes 
of Theodofred, the brother of Rescesvinthus, pulled 
out. A rebellion broke out in Andalusia ; Roderic, the 
son of Theodofred, was elected king in 709. By the 
assistance of the Romans, he defeated the army of 
Witiza, whom he took prisoner, and after depriving 
him of sight, sent him to Cordova, where he died in 
confinement. 

Three centuries in a delicious southern climate had 
enervated the Northern warriors. They had degene- 
rated into an effeminate, licentious, and dissolute 
people. The court became a scene of debauchery ; the 
newly elected king, Roderic, gave the rein to his 
passions and violated the beautiful Florinda, daughter 
of Count Julian, governor of the Gothic possessions 
in Mauritania. On learning the insult and dishonor 
offered to his noble family, the enraged father con- 
spired to deliver the southern promontory of Spain, 
where he commanded, to the Moors, who were anxious 
to avenge the defeat they had experienced from 
Wamba. 

Muza, the lieutenant of the Caliph Walid the First, 
who then ruled over the immense Arabian empire, and 
resided at Damascus, dispatched his freedman Tarik 
with a small force for the coast of Spain. He landed at 
the foot of the rock Calpe, the present Gibraltar, in 
April 711, and was shortly after joined by Muza. 
Roderic had wielded the sceptre but two years, when 
the Mahometan arms came to arouse him from his 
stupor and licentious pleasures. He hastily assembled 
ah army to check the victorious African chieftains. 
The forces met at Xeres de la Frontere: a bloody 
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battle, which furiously raged for eight days, ensued. 
The combatants on both sides performed most valorous 
and chivalrous deeds ; but the crescent was triumphant. 
The Visigothic empire was annihilated ; and the ban- 
ners of Muza and Sarik flew from one extremity of 
the Iberian peninsula to the other. Town after town 
surrendered to their indomitable arms ; they garisoned 
the principal cities of Seville, Cordova, Granada, etc., 
with Mahometans and Jews, secure in their fidelity. 
They had been quiet spectators of the dreadful con- 
flicts; but the injuries they had suffered under their 
persecutors must have induced them inwardly to 
pray for the success of the invaders, and to hail 
them as their deliverers from worse than Egyptian 
bondage. 

Notwithstanding the assertion of some historians, 
that the Jews opened the gates of Toledo to the 
Mahometan forces, the capitulation proves it to be 
groundless. The Saracens had for some time besieged 
the capital of the Visigothic empire, and had been 
repulsed in various assaults, when bigotry caused its 
fall. On Palm Sunday a grand procession, attended 
by the major part of the inhabitants and the principal 
officers, proceeded to Sta. Leocadia without the walls. 
The Moors were watching an opportunity to render 
themselves masters of the city, and seized that moment 
to attack it. The commanders, finding their remaining 
forces inadequate for its defence, surrendered on the fol- 
lowing terms, which, in mildness and tolerance, were not 
less honorable to the conquered than to the conquerors. 

All who wished to quit were at liberty to do so 
in perfect safety, with their property ; those who 
preferred to remain, were to have the free exercise of 
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their religion. Seven churches were appropriated to 
the Christians; the remainder were converted into 
mosques. No new churches were to be erected. 
Taxation to continue the same as under the Gothic 
sovereigns. Christians and Jews were to have justice 
administered by their own magistrates, according to 
their own laws. 

At Cordova and Seville, they had been equally 
tolerant, and the Jew in his synagogue, the Christian 
in his church, and the Moslem in his mosque, might 
be seen at the same time worshipping the Creator of 
all. Can it be supposed if the Jews had acted as 
traitoriouslv as archbishop Rodrigo asserts, that the 
Christian governors would have provided for them in 
the capitulation. What a contrast between the con- 
duct of Mahometans and Christians towards non- 
conformists to their faith. 

As soon as the Moors were settled in their con- 
quests, the conformity of manners, opinions, sentiment, 
and even similarity of language, brought numbers of 
Jews to the Peninsula to partake of their prosperity 
and science ; they were freely allowed to practise that 
worship, their Christian rulers had imputed to them 
as a crime. Attached to their new governors, their 
only rivalry was in learning ; both united in the dis- 
semination of knowledge. Foreigners flocked from 
all parts to receive instruction at the renowned Hebrew 
and Arabian schools of Cordova; for both flourished 
greatly under the protection of the Moors. 

A few of the Visigoths had escaped the carnage of 
the bloody field of Xeres, they fled to the mountainous 
fastnesses of the Asturias, where, under Pelage, a 
scion of the royal race, they formed a small Christian 
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sovereignty, the capital of which was Oviedo; and 
their successors, after seven centuries of constant 
warfare, regained inch by inch the land the Saracens 
had taken from them. The Gothic prince and his 
handful of adherents, compelled to devote their whole 
attention and study to the war against the Moors, 
were ignorant of commerce, and unaccustomed to 
industrial pursuits. They required the enterprising 
genius of the Jews to furnish them the means of 
existence; they therefore left them unmolested; and, 
though less fortunate than their brethren in the 
South, they lived in tranquillity, and ultimately be- 
came valuable assistants to the Castilian crown. 
The followers of Pelage required the aid of the He- 
brew people ; for they could not maintain themselves. 
War was their noblest occupation, their supreme 
necessity. They regarded with the utmost contempt, 
and considered unworthy their valour every art un- 
connected with warfare. The husbandman scarcely 
cultivated the land, the cavalier only knew to unsheath 
the sword, or brandish the lance. The gains of war 
and the field were in the end insufficient to supply the 
wants of life. The elements of cultivation were in the 
hands of the Jews, and they became indispensable to the 
Christians. The odium, although never extinguished, 
was diminished. The services they rendered were paid 
with contempt and regarded with mistrust; but at 
least their industry served to satisfy the caprices of 
some young magnates. The secret of the sciences 
they cultivated, from not being understood, were 
believed to be necromancy and witchcraft, for which 
many in 845 were burnt alive in various towns, for 
they had been admitted in all the cities retaken from 
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the Moors. The descendants of the Goths, with few 
exceptions, regarded with contempt any literatui e but 
Catholic scholastic theology and legends of saints they 

themselves had canonized. 

This continued in after-ages; for the destruction 
carried by Ferdinand and Isabella to Granada, ex- 
tended to its valuable library of five thousand ma- 
nuscripts. Cardinal Ximenes issued the barbarous 
decree, that deprived the lovers of the sciences of those 
precious volumes. He ordered all to be burnt except 
about three hundred on philosophy and medicine, 
which he sent to his college at Alcala, “ without per- 
mitting (as his historian states) that the gold and 
pearl clasps and bindings should be taken from them, 
although they intreated, and would have paid the 
10,000 ducats at which they had been valued ; he did 
not permit it, because they had been instruments of 
that accursed race.” 1 

Even when Tunis was sacked and pillaged by the 
troops of Charles V. in 1535, an immense number of 
valuable Oriental and Arabic books, that were in the 
library of the Bey, Muley Hassan, and where it is 
supposed the remains of the famous Alexandrian 
library of the Ptolemies existed, were destroyed and 
reduced to ashes. There were works on the human 
sciences and liberal arts, many on the Alcoran and on 
the history of the sovereigns of his family. The his- 
torian of the emperor, not being endowed with 
sufficient feeling to regret properly such a loss, although 
accustomed to unrol the mouldy parchments of bar- 
barious ages in his Benedictine monastery, says, 
“What Muley Hassan felt most, as I have read was 
the loss of his large and valuable library; the bindings 

1 Quintanilla y Mendoza. 
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and illuminations in blue and gold were worth an 
immense sum.” 2 The historian, Jovius, who was pre- 
sent on that horrible day, heard Muley Hassan say, 
“ that for the whole city of Tunis, he would not have 
lost such a library.” Where such fanatic fury raged 
in those more enlightened times, it is matter of sur- 
prise that so many learned Hebrew and Arabic works 
have been preserved ; numbers must have been 
destroyed in the continual warfare between the Chris- 
tians and Moors; for under their reigns, Cordova, 
Seville, Toledo, Valencia, and other cities, were proud 
of their rich and valuable libraries. 

The revolution that took place at Damascus in 750 
to which nearly the whole of the Omeyade dynasty 
fell victims, and which raised Abul Abbas to the Cali- 
phate, could not fail being felt in the West. Yusef 
Alphezi, then emir of Spain, declared himself in 
favor of the usurper, while the Moorish chiefs, desirous 
of independence, espoused the cause of the deposed 
family. They resolved to revolt against the Abbasides, 
and erect a Moorish Caliphate in Spain. But there 
was a difficulty as to whom they could place for 
sovereign of the new kingdom ; this was obviated by 
the discovery that Abderachman ben Moaviah, a 
branch of the Omeyade family who had escaped the 
slaughter that had extirpated most of his relatives in 
Syria, was living concealed on the coast of Barbary. 
The discontented chiefs invited him to Spain. He 
crossed with a few followers ; but soon found himself 
at the head of a numerous army, with which he 
defeated Yusef and the partizans of the Abbasides, 
and seated himself on the throne, assuming the title 
of Caliph of Cordova, in gratitude for the zeal which 

3 Sandoval. 
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that city had displayed in his cause; and to declaie 
the independence of himself and his kingdom of the 
Eastern Caliphate. 

Under the wise government of Abderachman, Spain 
became a place of refuge for the persecuted friends of 
the Omeyades. Civil dissensions had materially re- 
duced the population ; but the immigration of numer- 
ous agricultural and industrious Moors and Jews, 
soon, under his mild and paternal sway, restored it 
to its former prosperous state. The Omeyade Emirs 
had founded schools for their own people, and encour- 
aged those of the Jews, which had been established at 
Cordova, Toledo, Granada. Barcelona, etc., and they 
could proudly boast there was not a Jew in Spain 
that could not read the Bible. The appreciation in 
which the talents of the Hebrews was held, by their 
enlightened and liberal Moorish sovereigns, cannot be 
better exemplified than by the fact, that Abderachman 
II., the third Caliph of Cordova, appointed R. Hasdai 
ben Isaac, who was his physician, and an able astro- 
nomer, to be his prime minister. He placed the utmost 
confidence in him ; and, on the arrival of ambassadors 
from Germany, desired him to receive and give them 
the requisite information, before their presentation at 
Court. 

In the East, they had long been known as useful 
subjects. Omar the second Caliph, and his successor 
Abdul Meleck, confided the important duty of the 
coinage to a Jew. 

While the famed Oriental academies of Persia and 
Pumbedita existed, the Jews of Spain respected them 
as the head of the Hebrew nation, and referred every 
weighty point, or legal difference to their decision. 
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Notwithstanding the distance and the dangers of the 
voyage, they sent their sons to them for the study of 
the law and education. This may account for the 
paucity of Spanish Jewish writers in Spain, before 
the Eastern colleges were closed by the Persian Sove- 
reigns. The only work that has been handed down 
to us, is the biblical dictionary of R. Menahem ben 
Saruch, written in 836, he therein arranges in alpha- 
betical order all the Hebrew words in the Bible, with 
their meanings and derivations. Cordova, under the 
Moors, became the centre of civilisation, literature, and 
the arts and sciences. The Jews enjoying equal rights 
and privileges, rivalled their masters in wealth, splen- 
dour, and cultivation. Their superior intelligence gave 
them a large share in the high ministerial and confi- 
dential offices of the court; and they industriously 
pursued their commerce with success 

After the Persian dynasty had gained the Caliphate, 
it commenced persecuting the Israelites. Without 
regard to the flourishing state literature had attained 
in those Oriental Academies, they expelled the Jews 
from Babylon, closed their renowned Colleges, and 
dispersed their illustrious teachers. Four of these 
learned men were captured by a corsair, despatched 
by Abderachman from Cordova to cruise in the sea 
of the Grecian Archipelago. He sold R. Shemaria at 
Alexandria, who became head of the Jews in Egypt. 
R. Hoshiel he sold on the coast of Africa, whence he 
went to Alkirohan, at that time the most powerful of 
the Mahometan Western provinces, where he became 
Chief Rabbi. The other two, R. Moses, and his son 
R. Hanoch, he carried to Cordova. During the voyage 
he became enamoured of the handsome wife of 
R. Moses, and endeavoured to force her to his wishes. 
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She asked her husband in Hebrew, if those drowned 
at sea would be resuscitated at the resurrection ; he 
answered her with the verse, “ The Lord said, I will 
bring again from Bashan, I will bring again from the 
depths of the sea,” 3 on hearing which, to save her 
honor, she plunged into the sea and perished. On 
the vessel’s arrival, the Jews of Cordova redeemed the 
two captives, although their abilities were not at the 
time known. One day, R. Moses, habited in sackcloth, 
with his son entered the college over which R. Nathan 
presided. The discussion was on a difficult passage of 
the treatise Joma : 4 after listening for some time, he 
explained it so satisfactorily to all the students pre- 
sent, that R. Nathan rose from his seat and said, “ The 
stranger in sackcloth is my master, and I am his 
scholar and turning to those learned in the law, 
continued, “ Do you make him judge of the congrega- 
tion of Cordova,” which they immediately did, 
paying him great honor, and giving him sumptuous 
apparel and a carriage : this occurred in 980. 5 On the 
captain discovering the worth of his late captives, he 
wanted to cancel the sale ; but the Caliph would not 
permit it. R. Moses allied himself to the highest 
family of the congregation of Cordova, by the marriage 
of his son R. Hanoch, with a daughter of the house of 
Peliag, which was so wealthy, that when they went to 
Zahara, the pleasure seat of the Caliph, they had a 
retinue of seven hundred Israelites, in carriages, richly 
drest in the Moorish style. Although this may be con- 
sidered an exaggeration of the Hebrew historian, 6 
still, when the immense wealth of the Cordovese at this 
period is considered, it may be perfectly correct. 7 



3 Ps. lxviii. 22. 

8 Ibid. 
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The fame of R. Moses’ learning spread through all 
Spain and the West. Numbers flocked from all parts 
to receive instruction from him. Among his disciples 
was R. Joseph ben Isaac Shatnesh, who by desire of 
the Caliph Hakim, translated the Talmud into Arabic. 
R. Moses wished in his latter days to return to his 
native land ; but was dissuaded by the Caliph, who 
was pleased at the opportunity afforded to his Jewish 
subjects, of being able to receive instruction in their 
law, without having recourse to the East, then in the 
possession of his enemies, the Abbasides. 

R. Hanoch, on the death of his father, succeeded to 
the post he had held with so much honor, and in which 
he had raised the academy of Cordova to the greatest 
renown. R. Joseph, who felt sorely aggrieved that 
R. Hanoch should have been chosen president in pre- 
ference to himself, caused a great disturbance in the 
congregation, and was so violent, that they excom- 
municated him. He complained to the Caliph, in the 
hope that the monarch would have protected him ; but 
the Caliph gave his support to the community; and 
said to him, “ Had the Mahometans spurned me as 
the Jews have you, I would flee from them, and 
advise you to do the same;” upon which he quitted 
Spain, and, after wandering about, died at Damascus. 8 

A heavy tribute having been imposed on the people 
in 997, the authorities sent Amram ben Isaac to 
remonstrate against it. He was a philosopher, physi- 
cian and astronomer of Toledo. The Governor of 
Seville, offended at the boldness of his representations, 
put him to death. 



8 Juchasin. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Abderachman III. his remarkable Opinion — Saracens 
form petty States — The Kingdoms of Navarre 
Aragon , and Portugal commence — Rabbinical estab- 
lishments in Spain — R. Samuel a Levi , the Prince 
— R. Joseph his son succeeds him — Assassinated 
— Sufferings at Granada — Council at Coyaca — 
Learned Men — R. Solomon ben Gabriol , compari- 
son of his writings with Rousseau — Five Isaacs 
— Anecdote of Alfez. 

The Jews settled in every part of Spain. Under 
the counts of Barcelona they were numerous Pope 
Silvester II., in 1002, assigned those of Gerona to the 
bishop ; for the Pontiffs had assumed the power of 
disposing of them as they pleased. 

Moorish Spain, under the wise government of the 
Omeyade Caliphs, had arrived at the highest degree 
of civilisation, through their toleration and the pro- 
tection afforded to the arts and sciences, agriculture, 
and commerce ; the Eastern magnificence of their 
alea/ars and mosques was beyond conception. Their 
description, and that of Cordova their capital, can only 
be equalled by those of the Arabian nights. 1 

Israel was at its zenith in the time of Solomon; so 
were the Mahometans of Spain under Abderachman, 
111. Like the wise king of Israel, he knew the 
vanity of mundane glory; for at his death, among his 
papers, was found this remarkable memorandum 

1 Appendix No. 1. 
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written by himself. “ I have reigned fifty years in 
victory and peace, beloved by my subjects, feared by 
my enemies, and esteemed by my allies. Riches, 
honor and pleasure await my call, nor does any 
earthly blessing appear wanting to complete my feli- 
city. In this situation, I have carefully reckoned the 
days of perfect happiness that have fallen to my lot : 
they amount to fourteen ! Man, appreciate hence 
the value of splendour, worldly enjoyments, and even 
of life itself: place not thy dependence on this world.” 

Dissensions that daily increased among the Sa- 
racens, led to the dissolution and final overthrow of 
their empire. Almeria, Saragossa, Valencia, Toledo, 
Seville, and many other cities, became independent 
and separate sovereignties. The smaller were soon 
overpowered by their more powerful neighbours, or 
conquered by the Christian monarchs. 

Navarre had been erected by Don Garcia Ximenes, 
a Spanish noble, into an independent kingdom 
separate from Leon in 850. Ramirez in 1035 placed 
the crown of Aragon on his head. Castille first 
became united to Asturias and Leon, in 1037. Por- 
tugal declared its independence in 1139. 

The Jews took no part in the unceasing struggle 
for power between the Christian monarchs and the 
Saracen chieftains. Their utility as peaceable subjects, 
their talents and industry were acknowledged by all, 
and made useful to both Christian and Mahometan 
Governments. 

On the death of R. Hanoch in 1015, one of the most 
distinguished of his disciples, R. Samuel a Levi, suc- 
ceeded to the Chief Rabbinate of Spain, with the title 
of prince (Nagid), from which it may be reckoned 

E 
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that the government of the Jews was transferred from 
the banks of the Euphrates to the Iberian soil. 
Owing to the intestine wars between the two rival 
Moorish chiefs for supremacy, many of the inhabitants 
quitted Cordova. Some went to Saragossa, others to 
Toledo, and R. Samuel a Levi to Malaga, where he 
kept a druggist’s shop. His profound knowledge of 
Arabian literature, and his beautiful writing, brought 
him to the notice of Algnarif, prime minister of Habuz 
of Granada, who made him his secretary, and on his 
death-bed recommmended his sovereign to be guided 
by him. In 1020, he was raised to that high 
post, and in 1027, secured the crown to Baarim, 
the eldest son of the deceased king, although the 
grandees had sought to place Balkin, the younger son 
on the throne of his father. R. Samuel a Levi, con- 
ferred great benefits on the Hebrew nation: his 
charity was not confined to Spain, but extended to 
his brethren in Africa, Egypt, and the Holy Land. 
Being exceedingly wealthy, he purchased many copies 
of the Talmud, Mishna, and other religious works, 
which, to disseminate learning, he distributed gratui- 
tously. His fame and renown attracted many Jews 
to Granada from all parts of Spain. His son, R. 
Joseph succeeded to all his titles and posts of honor; 
but, unlike his father, whose mildness of disposition 
and humility had gained him universal esteem, 
R. Joseph was haughty and proud, and although he 
was very charitable, he raised himself many enemies 
among the grandees, who were jealous of his wealth, 
power, and ostentation. A conspiracy was formed 
against him, and at the same time a fanatical zealot 
sought to convert the Mahometans. This assisted the 
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conspirators; for, although the madman was hanged 
and R. Joseph assassinated, the enraged population, in 
December 1068, murdered 1,500 families, who, by 
enjoying tranquillity under the Saracens for upwards 
of three centuries and a-half, had become immensely 
wealthy. Plunder probably had, in the Moorish 
breast, as much influence as religion, in the barbarous 
act of immolating men, women, and children. The 
Jews feared it might have extended to all the Moorish 
dominions ; but it went not beyond Granada. Although 
at this time, by the laws of Spain, it was death for a 
Jew to commit adultery with a Christian woman, it 
was only punished by confiscation or scourging. The 
charter of Barcelona of 1024 records the confisca- 
tion of an estate at the foot of Mont Juich, belonging 
to a Jew named Isaac, convicted of adultery with a 
Christian woman. 

The various Christian states were torn by civil 
wars. Disputed successions were constant causes for 
bloodshed ; and the nobles had become so powerful, as 
in many instances to dictate to their sovereigns. The 
wealth and industry of the Jews became necessary to 
all ; they were intendants of their households and do- 
mains, and were protected by all. The power of the 
bigoted clergy had lost much of its influence ; but it yet 
exercised some authority with mildness. At a council 
held at Coyaca in the Asturias, it was enacted 2 — 

“ Canon. 6. — That no Christian shall reside in the same 
house with Jews, nor partake of their food; whoever trans- 
gresses this decree shall perform penance for seven days, or 
refusing to do it, if a person of rank, he shall be excommuni- 
cated for a year; if of an inferior degree, he shall receive 
100 lashes.” 



5 Aguirre. 
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Don Sancho Ramirez having, in 1070, peopled 
Estella, many Jews settled there, and had their Syna- 
gogue and separate quarter. 

Although Cordova was the focus of Hebrew learn- 
ing, it was not confined to that city of the arts and 
sciences. Many distinguished men were to be found 
in various cities of the Peninsula, who flourished at 
nearly the same period ; among whom may be enu- 
merated : — 

R. Samuel Cophni a Cohen — a renowned philosopher 
and jurist of Cordova, where he died in 1034. He wrote 
“ Expositions on the Law,” and a treatise on buying and 
selling according to the Talmudical Canons. 

R. Solomon ben Gabriol — a native of Malaga, and re- 
sident at Saragossa; a poet of great repute, an excellent 
philosopher, astronomer, musician, and linguist. He wrote the 
“ Azaroth,” the 613 precepts in verse; a “Collection of 
Rubies,” a moral work containing the sentences of the ancient 
Greek and Arabian philosophers, and some other moral works. 
He died in 1070. His beautiful (and probably the first) as- 
tronomical epic poem, entitled “The Royal Crown,” based on 
the Ptolemaic system, was closely imitated by a celebrated 
French author seven centuries after, as the following extracts 
wiil shew. That of R. Solomon loses much of its beauty by 
being rendered in prose. 

R. SOLOMON BEN GABRIOL. J. J. ROUSSEAU. 

Man, from his existence, is distres- Que 1’homme est durant la vie 
sed, needy, mortified, and afflicted; tin parfait mirroir de donleurs, 
from his beginning he is chaff that Des qu’il respire, il pleure, il crie, 
the wind blows away. From the time Et semble prevoir ses malheurs. 
he came from his mother's womb, his 

night is sorrow, his day sadness. To Dans l’enfance toujours des pleurs 
day he is elevated, to morrow he Un pedant porteur de tristesse ’ 
breeds worms; a straw makes him Des livres de toutes couleurs 
draw back, a thorn wounds him. If Des cMtimens de toute espece. 
in abundance lie becomes wicked; if r 

hungry, a loaf of bread renders him L’ardente et joyeuse jeunesse 
criminal. lie comes into the world, Se met encore en pire etat 
but knows not whence; he rejoices, Des creanciers, une maitresse 
but knows not why; he lives, but I Le tounnentent, comme un fore-u 




1103.] 



THE FIVE ISAACS. 



53 



knows not how long. In his youth 
ho walks in his depravity. When 
reason begins to give strength to his 
mind, he diligently seeks to accumu- 
late wealth. He is constantly liable 
to trouble and the endless changes of 
events, subject to evil occurrences 
that happen every moment, until his 
life becomes a burden to him ; in his 
honey he finds the venom of vipers. 
As the infirmities of age increase, his 
intellectual powers diminish; youths 
mock him, they rule him ; he becomes 
a burden to those who sprung from 
his loins, and all his acquaintance are 
estranged from him. 

Oxford possesses a MS. 
works. 



Dans l’age mur, autre combat, 
L’ambition le solieite; 

Richesses, dignites, eclat, 

Soins de famille, tout l’agite. 

Vieux, on le meprise, ou l’evite, 
Mauvaise humour, infirmites, 

Toux, gravelle, goutte, pituite 
Assiegent sa caducite. 

Pour comble de calamite, 

Un dirccteur se rend le maitre; 

II meurt enfin peu regrette, 
C’etoit bien la peine de naitre. 



copy of Gabriol’s poetical 



R. Abraham ben Hiya — surnamed the Prince, born in 
1070, was much esteemed for his proficiency in astronomy. His 
works are held in high estimation: they are, — 1. A description 
of the form of the earth, the arrangement of the firmament, 
and revolutions of the planets. — 2. A highly moral work 
entitled, “ Meditations of a Penitent Soul, on reaching the 
Gates of Repentance.” — 3. A work on arithmetic, and the 
intercalation. — 4. Another on the planets, the two spheres, 
and the Greek, Roman, and Mahometan kalendars. — 5. A work 
on geometry, with an explanation of spherical triangles, and 
the conversion of angles and circles. — 6. A Treatise on Music. 



Aben Zoar — born at Penaflor in 1070, was a great ob- 
server of nature, profoundly versed in the Hebrew, Arabic, 
and Syriac languages ; his talents were equal for either poetry 
or prose. Youseph, the Almovaride chief of Morocco, made 
him his physician, and was so attached to him, that the prince 
one day having entered his study, and found among his papers 
some verses regretting his separation from his family, which 
had remained in Spain, he secretly had them brought to 
Morocco, settled them in a fine house, and then enjoyed the 
agreeable surprise of his physician. Zoar died in 1161. 

At this period, Cordova boasted of five sages, all 
having the name of Isaac. 
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R. Isaac BEN Giath — a famous Greek scholar, and an 
excellent poet. He was the instructor of R. Azariah, son of the 
unfortunate R. Joseph a Levi, and gave him a home, in grati- 
tude for the kindness he had received fromhis father and 
grandfather. 

R. Isaac ben Jacob ben Baruch Alcalia — of a noble 
Jewish family that settled at Merida after the destruction by 
Titus. His father removed to Cordova, where he was bom; his 
profound knowledge of Hebrew, Latin and Greek, caused 
him, at the age of thirty -four, to be appointed head of the 
famous college of his native city. From his proficiency in 
mathematics, he was invited by Abdallah, King of Granada, a 
great admirer of that science, to instruct him; and he made 
him chief of his household. He died there in 1094, aged 
fifty-nine. 

R. Isaac ben Moses — who, to his knowledge of the law 
and learning, added the talents of a first-rate poet. He was 
complete master of all the Greek authors. 

R. Isaac ben Reuben — of Barcelona, where he was born 
in 1073, was also a poet, and wrote in verse the 613 precepts; 
a commentary on the Talmudical treatise, “ On Marriage 
Contracts;” and translated from the Arabic into Hebrew, a 
work of R. Hay Aaron, “ On Buying and Selling.” 

R. Isaac al Fez — so denominated from being a native of 
that kingdom. Persecution and jealousy induced him, at the ad- 
vanced age of seventy-five, to quit his native country for Cordova. 
Joining its academy, he taught and lectured on the Talmud. 
He formed an abridgment of it, omitting those laws that were 
only obligatory in the Holy Land. It is much esteemed, and 
termed the Little Talmud; it is frequently consulted at the pre- 
sent day. After being chief of the Synagogue for some years, he 
retired to Lucena, where he died at the age of ninety in 1103. 
A severe quarrel had taken place between him and R. Isaac 
ben Giath, who died in 1089. The latter on his death-bed, 
when his voice was scarcely audible, called his son R. Baruch | 
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and said to him, “ Go to R. Isaac al Fez, and tell him, I am 
leaving this world for the next, and sincerely forgive him all 
the harsh expressions, whether by writing or verbally, that he 
has made use of against me, and beg he will also pardon me. 
He will instruct thee. Remain with him ; for I know he will do 
thee much good, and teach thee with all his heart. After my 
funeral, go to Lucena, and tell him all I have desired thee.” 
When R. Isaac al Fez heard this, he rent his garments and 
wept. After being consoled, he said to him, “As thy father 
(blessed be his memory), is dead, I will be a father to thee, and 
thou shalt be my son; remain in my house until I have taught 
thee the whole Talmud.” 3 

R. Joseph ben Meir a Levi ben Megas — a native of 
Seville, born in 1077, received his instructions from R. al Fez, 
whom he succeeded in the Presidency of the College of 
Cordova, which post he held for thirty-eight years, and was the 
instructor of Maimonides. He is highly eulogised by Aboab. 4 

R. Moses aben Ezra — of Granada, celebrated for his great 
ability in poetry and music. He composed a ritual for the 
Spanish Jews, by whom many of his poems are recited on the 
New Year and Day of Atonement. He also wrote some excellent 
moral works, and died in 1 1 00. 

Moses Cohen — a native of Huesca, physician to Alphonso 
VI., became a convert to Christianity. At the age of forty-four 
he was baptized in the Cathedral of his native city in 1106, on 
St. Peter’s day; and, in honour of the saint, and his godfather 
the king, he took the name of Peter Alphonso. 



3 Juchasin. 



4 Nomologia, Par. 2, Ch. 23. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Ferdinand I. — Persecutions prevented . — Jews protected 
by Alphonso VI. — Capitulation of Toledo — Claim of 
Exemption from Capitation Tax. — Peter of Aragon — 
Nicholas de Valencia. Physician of Alphonso 
interferes with the Marriage of the Princess Urraca 
— assists in the Attack on Burgos. — Learned Men — 
B. Judah a Levi , extracts from some of his Writ- 
ings. — Maimonides , his Opinions of Aben Ezra 

Anecdote of Saladin — His Opinion of the Deity 
compared with Voltaire's. 

The religious chivalry of the age led many Chris- 
tian warriors to join the banner raised by Ferdinand 
I. to humble the Saracenic power. His bigoted 
Queen, Donna Sancha, thinking to sanctify his war 
against the Moorish sovereigns, instigated him to ex- 
tirpate the Jews; the bishops arrested his zeal; and 
their conduct was highly commended by Gregory, 
who then filled the papal chair. The revolution of 
the Moors in Africa in 1080 so distressed his succes- 
sor, Alphonso VI., that he found himself obliged to 
befriend and favor the Jews. In order to make their 
purses and assistance serviceable to him, they were 
promoted to considerable posts, and obtained such 
privileges that Pope Gregory VI [. disapproved of 

his conduct; but his censures were disregarded. Al- 
phonso would not retract what he had done nor 
withdraw his protection from them. Alphonso sought 
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refuge from his brothers at Toledo. The reigning mon- 
arch Almamen kindly received and hospitably enter- 
tained him. In return he promised him his friendship 
and assistance against a meditated attack of the 
Caliph at Cordova. But after the death of Almamen 
and his son Hussein, Alphonso, considering himself 
relieved from his promise, laid siege to the ancient 
Yisigothic capital, which resisted his forces during 
three years. At length, in 1085, Toledo capitulated. 
A large number of Israelites resided in the city and 
the surrounding country, and they suffered severely 
from the desolating warfare. The capitulation secured 
both to Moors and Jews undisturbed residence, the 
free exercise of their religious rites, and permission to 
be judged by their own laws; but, although respected 
by the monarch in their religious ceremonies, the He- 
brews were not treated with that consideration the 
laws of nations demanded — a right ill-defined and 
worse understood at that period. After the surrender 
they demanded exemption from the capitation tax of 
thirty deniers, levied on all Jews in Castile, above 
sixteen years of age, on the plea, that their ancestors 
resided there at the time of the crucifixion, and there- 
fore were not accessories to it. 

Peter, king of Aragon, was preparing, in 1096, to 
join the crusade. Nicholas de Valencia endeavoured 
to dissuade him from it, representing that he need 
not go so far in search of foes, for he had too many 
dangerous enemies in his kingdom, alluding to the 
Jews, who he falsely asserted hated the Christians so 
much, that they never met them without ejaculating 
curses on their heads ; thus pretending that the 
bigotry and intolerance of the Jews, was equal to 
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those qualities inherent in the breasts of Dominican 
friars. But the king, averse to persecution, turned a 
deaf ear to his advice, and protected them from the 
massacres they suffered in other Christian states. 

In Castile under Alphonso the Jews exercised great 
influence at Court; for, notwithstanding the ancient 
prohibitions of Christians holding intercourse with or 
consulting them in case of illness, his physician was a 
Jew named Isaac, the author of a learned work on 
fevers, which a modern medical ’writer of note, says, 
“ is worthy of being printed at the present day.” 1 He 
was requested by the Castilian nobles, who were 
averse to the marriage of the princess Urraca with a 
foreign prince, and wished her to be married to the 
Count de Candespina, the most powerful and wealthy 
grandee of Spain, to represent to the king the wishes 
of the nation, and to dissuade him from giving his 
daughter to the king of Aragon, fearing, from his im - 
petuous temper, to address him themselves. Alphonso, 
irritated at the assumption of so much authority on 
their part, as to wish to control the marriage of the 
princess, dismissed his physician for conveying to him 
their representations, and hastened the nuptials, which 
took place at Toledo in 1106 with extraordinary pomp. 
His treasurer, a J ew, was sent with a guard of cavalry 
to demand the payment of tribute from Abenabed, king 
of Seville, and the restoration of some towns said to 
belong to the kingdom of Toledo. The envoy had his 
eyes put out, and his escort was cut to pieces. 

In 1123, the castle of Burgos, which had been seized 
by the king of Navarre, was invested. The Jews of the 
city and the neighbouring Castilian towns, desirous 
of signalizing themselves in the service of their 

1 Morejon. 
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legitimate sovereign, raised a large force to assist in the 
siege. Their division attacked the place so vigorously, 
that the Governor, Don Sancho Azna, fearing an 
assault in that quarter, hastened to the spot with his 
troops, and was shot by an arrow of the besiegers. On 
his death the castle immediately surrendered . 2 

Spain, about this time, gave birth to many eminent 
men among the Jews; they were the ornaments of 
their age, and cast an imperishable lustre on Hebrew 
literature. 

R. Joseph aben Sachal — raised in 1113, to be judge 
of Cordova, possessed a refined taste for poetry, and was a 
profound philosopher. He wrote an “ Exposition of the Pre- 
cepts of the Decalogue;” and a philosophic work under the 
title of “ The Small World.” 

R. Baruch ben Isaac — also of Cordova, died in 1123, 
his great erudition obtained him the title of K2K “ father”; he 
finished, “ The Merchant’s Chest, or Hebrew Jurispru- 
dence,” begun by his father R. Isaac. 

R. Abraham aben Ezra — bom at Toledo in 1119, em- 
phatically termed the Sage. He was an excellent philosopher, 
astronomer, physician, grammarian, arithmetician, poet, and 
cabalist; to which he added a complete knowledge of Greek 
and Arabic. To him the world is indebted for the Equator 
to the celestial globe. His thirst for knowledge induced 
him to travel into Italy, England, and Greece; during 
his travels, he wrote his numerous works, as his “ Epistle 
on the Sabbath,” written in London, testifies. He wrote 
commentaries on the whole Scripture, which adhere strictly 
to the literality of the text, They are highly esteemed, 
and were recommended by Maimonides to his son as the 
best. The following is an enumeration of most of his works : — 
1. “ The Secrets of the Law,” written at Rome. — 2. “ On the 
Tetragrammaton.” — 3. “ On the Mysterious Form of the Letters.” 
— 4. “ An Enigma,” on the four quiescent letters 'IHN- — 
2 Sandoval, Hist, de los Reyes de Castilla. 
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5. “The Pure Speech,” on the servile letters —6. “The 
Garden of Wisdom.” — 7 “ The Elegance of the Language. 
— 8. “ Acuteness of Thought,” on Pronunciation. 9. “ The 
House of Customs,” on Moral Philosophy. — 10. “ The Book 
of Logic.” — 11. “The Book of Lights.” — “The Book of 
Fractions,” on Geometry and Algebra. — 13. “ The A alue of 
Numbers.” — 14. “The Gate of Heaven,” on Astronomy. — 
15. “ The Book of Chance,” on Astrology; with various other 
works, and a number of poems, among which is one on 
“ Chess.” His knowledge of Arabic enabled him to throw 
considerable light on the book of Job ; he died at the age of 
seventy- five, at Rhodes. 

R. Abraham a Levi ben Daor — bom at Toledo, in 
1120, one of the most renowned Talmudists of his time, highly 
esteemed for his historical knowledge. His work, “ The Order 
of the World,” shews the uninterrupted transmission of the 
Oral Law. He wrote “ Chronicles of Rome,” from its founda- 
tion, until the Mahometan Empire ; “Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel during the Second Temple.” In Arabic an answer to 
Abu Alpharage, and under the title of “ Exalted Faith,” on 
the elements of nature, and how faith is attainable through 
them; and on medicine for the soul. 

R. Jonah ben Ganach — of Cordova, born in 1121, a 
celebrated physician and grammarian ; the learned Aben Ezra 
styled him the most perfect master of language, and every 
ingenious argument. Pococke terms him the Prince of 
Grammarians; he wrote a Hebrew Dictionary, Lexicon, and 
Grammar in Arabic. 

R. Judah a Levi ben Saul — a celebrated poet and 
philosopher; many of his sublime poems are in the Synagogue 
service of the New Year and the day of Atonement. Although 
much of the beauty and elegance of poetry is lost by a trans- 
lation in prose; yet, centuries later, his stands the test, and 
is not surpassed, as is shewn by the following extracts: 

“ Reflect and consider the secret of thy soul, what thou art, and 
whence thy existence ; who hath framed thee, and endued thee with 
understanding, and by whose power thou hast self-motion. Atten- 
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tively consider the mighty powers of God ; awake thy soul ; scrutinize 
his works, but beware that thou attempt not to investigate the 
nature of his Divine Essence, where thou art contemplating the be- 
ginning and end of things, and into the wonderful and occult causes 
thereof.” — R. Judah a Levi. 

A ta faible raison gardes-toi de te rendre ; 

Dieu ta fait pour l’aimer, and non pas pour le comprendre, 
Invisible h tes yeux, qu’il regne dans ton cceur : 

II confond ^injustice, il pardonne a l’erreur: 

Mais il punit aussi toute erreur volontaire. 

Mortel, ouvre les yeux quand son soleil t’eclaire. 

La Henriade , Chant 7. 

Some that were inedited have lately been given to the admirers 
of Hebrew poetry, by the learned Dr. Sam D. Luzato, of Padua, 
under the title of the “ Maid of Judah.” His philosophical, 
theological, philological, and cabalistical work, “The Cuzari,” 
translated from the Arabic into Hebrew, by the celebrated 
linguist and scholar, R. Judah aben Sibon, has since appeared 
in most modern languages. In his latter days he went to the 
Holy Land, and was trampled to death by a troop of lawless Arabs. 

R. Behaye (the elder) ben R. Joseph Pekuda — The 
exact time of his birth is not known ; but from his famed work 
“ The Duties of the Heart,” having been translated into 
Hebrew from the Arabic (in which it was written), by 
R. Judah aben Tibon, is supposed to be about this time; 
he was a native of Barcelona, and judge of the Jews of that 
city. It proves the existence of a God to the most obstinate 
atheist, and by illustrations carries conviction to the most 
ignorant. 

R. Moses ben Maimon — more generally known by the 
name of Maimonides, was born at Cordova, in 1131, where his 
father R. Maimon was judge. His talents far eclipse the long 
line of sages he descended from. In his boyhood he was indo- 
lent, and so disinclined to study that his father sent him at an 
early age from his paternal roof. During his absence from 
home he was unremitting in his studies. An elegant oration 
made by him at the age of fourteen, reconciled father and son. 
Acquainted with all the writings of the ancient philosophers, 
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he became the most eminent of his age. He was an able 
mathematician and metaphysician. When only twenty-three 
years of age, he began his imperishable work, “ The Powerful 
Hand,” which is a complete digest of Hebrew jurisprudence, 
customs, and religion; he completed it in the short space of 
seven years. About this period, he pretended to embrace 
Islamism, the Ahmohad monarch, Abdulmumen, having de- 
creed that 3JI J ews and Christians should become Mahometans. 
The Jews were particularly persecuted, in consequence of the 
rich coffin that contained the embalmed body of Mahomet at 
Mecca, having been robbed of many diamonds and valuable 
jewels, by a band of Arabs, aided by some accomplices in the 
town. The guards, to screen their negligence, accused the Jews 
that had come from Toledo of the act, saying, they had been 
sent by the other Jews of Spain to commit it. The report being 
believed, many were put to death, forty Synagogues were 
burnt, and this decree issued. 5 Maimotiides escaped from Spain, 
and settled in Egypt (from which he is frequently called 
R. Moses, of Egypt), where he maintained his family at Cairo, 
by the sale of precious stones and goods he had brought with 
him. He declared himself to be a Jew, and opened an academy 
of philosophy and Hebrew, to which many scholars repaired ; 
he joined the Medical School of that city. His talents brought 
him to the notice of Alphadel Abdelrahim ben Ali Abaisan, 
who greatly befriended him, and on becoming minister, ap- 
pointed him physician to the court with a yearly salary. 
The estimation of his medical abilities is shewn, by the fol- 
lowing letter to his friend, R. Samuel nben Tibon (son of 
R. Judah, and like him a profound scholar in the Arabic and 
Hebrew language), who wished to visit him. 

“Come and welcome,” says he, “when you like; for I 
shall have the greatest pleasure in seeing and talking with 
you ; but I regret you should take the trouble of crossing the 
sea; and I advise you not to expose yourself to any danger, 
under the idea of deriving any benefit in literature from me, 
for, from my constant occupation, not a single hour will you 
enjoy of being alone with me. I reside at Cairo, the capital 

5 Usque Consolc^aos as Tribulaj-oens do Ysrael. 
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°f Egypt, and enjoy the greatest intimacy with the Sultan. In 
fulfilment of my duty, I visit him every morning and evening. 
When he or any of his wives or children are indisposed, I do 
not leave the palace the whole day. I am also engaged to 
attend the governors in their illnesses. Every morning I go to 
court; and, if nothing new occurs, at noon I return to my 
house, which I find full of J ews and Gentiles, nobles and plebeians, 
magistrates and merchants, friends and those who are not, 
waiting for me. As soon as I get home I salute them civilly, 
and beg them to permit me to take some food. Immediately on 
leaving table I go to learn their complaints, and prescribe what 
I consider requisite. Numbers have to wait until night; for so 
many apply, that they occupy me through the whole afternoon ; 
and sometimes, being exhausted, sleep so overpowers me that I 
remain transfixed in the conversation, unable to utter a word.” 

His medical aphorisms are considered not inferior to those of 
Hippocrates. He made an abridgment of Galen, which a 
modern physician of note writes, “ is a most useful work, and 
merits the highest eulogium, by forming a methodical and 
learned extract and compendium of the clinical and hygeian 
spirit of the Greek, Hebrew, and Arabic works. It was a 
beneficial and glorious undertaking.” 6 He had perfected him- 
self in the JEsculapian art under the celebrated Averroes ; and, 
while physician to the famous Saladin, was invited to attend 
Hi chard Coeur de Lion during his illness, an honour he de- 
clined. He instructed the first-named sovereign in philosophy 
and humility, and he proved a worthy disciple of so great a 
master; for, at his death, he ordered his corpse to be interred 
without pomp, and that the banner carried before it should be 
a piece of linen the size of his shroud ; the bearer loudly pro- 
claiming, “ Behold the trophies of Saladin, Sultan of Egypt, 
Caliph of Cairo, King of Damascus, and the conqueror of 
Jerusalem.” 

His “ Sanctification of the Months,” proves his proficiency 
in astronomy. As a philosopher, the following extract from his 
preface to the Mishna may not prove unacceptable. “ Know,” 
says Maimonedes,” that every thing under the Lunar sphere is 
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created for the use of man. If there are animals and plants, 
the utility of which is not apparent, it is because our ignorance 
has not been able to discover it. The proof is that every age 
makes discoveries of the utility of certain animals and plants; 
objects that to us seem poisonous possess their salutary qualities: 
we have an evident proof in vipers, which, although noxious 
reptiles, have been rendered useful to man. Then since man 
is the end of all the creation, we must examine for what pur- 
pose he exists, for what end he is created. We see every object 
of the creation produce the effect for which it is created; the 
palm yields its dates, the spider weaves its cobwebs. All their 
qualities render the animal or plant proper to attain their pur- 
pose. Then what is that of man ? It cannot be to eat, drink, 
propagate, build walls, or to command; for these occupations 
are separate from him and add not to his essence, and he pos- 
sesses nearly the whole of them in common with other animals. 
It is then intelligence only that augments his being, and ele- 
vates him from a lowly condition to a sublime state. It is but 
by reason that man distinguishes himself from the other ani- 
mals; he himself is but a rational animal. By reason, I 
mean the understanding of comprehensible subjects, and above 
all of the unity of God, all other knowledge tends to conduct 
him to that ; but to arrive at it he must avoid luxury, for too 
much care bestowed on the body destroys the soul. The man 
who abandons himself to his passions, who renders his under- 
standing subservient to his corporal desires, does not demon- 
strate the divine power that lies within him, that is to say 
reason, which is a matter floating in the ocean of space. 

“It results from what has been said, that the purpose of our 
world, and the objects contained therein, is man endowed with 
knowledge and goodness. For a man to be perfect, he must 
combine in himself science and actions, that is, the knowledge 
of truth with the practice of virtue. This is what not only 
our prophets, but the ancient philosophers taught us, and it will 
be found more detailed in my exposition of the “Ethics of the 
Fathers.” Throughout the law you find this precept “Learn 
and then practise.” It inculcates that knowledge precedes 
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action, for knowledge leads to actions, while they do not lead 
to knowledge. This is the reason why our sages have said 
that ‘ learning begets practice.’ But, probably, some persons 
will say, if the purpose of man is to acquire knowledge and 
perform good actions, why do we see the major part of man- 
kind deficient in knowledge and even despising it ; giving reins 
to their passions, and devoting themselves to mundane occupa- 
tions? To this I answer: Man has many material wants; it 
requires the labour of a multitude to satisfy them. The length 
of Methusalem’s life would not suffice were every one obliged 
to exercise all the arts necessary to supply his physical wants. 
The study of philosophy can only be the portion of a small 
number. Were every one to apply himself to that study, in a 
short time the human race would become extinct.” 

Maimonides had advanced in knowledge far beyond his 
time ; and he who was and still is considered the greatest man, 
not only of his nation but of his age, came to be treated as a 
heretic by the bigoted French Talmudists, and some few of 
the Spanish Rabbins, for his invaluable work “ The Guide to 
the Doubtful,” written in Arabic, and translated into Hebrew 
by his friend, R. Samuel ben Tibon. They excommunicated 
him and caused the work to be burnt ; but the more enlightened 
Spanish schools not only supported it, but placed under 
anathema his French antagonists. R. David Kimchi endea- 
voured in vain to reconcile this schism. At length the deter- 
mined conduct of the Spanish Rabbins effected it after his 
death; and a deputation was sent in 1232, to his grave at 
Saphet, to ask pardon of his ashes. He is now acknowledged 
by all Jews to have been the greatest man among them since 
Moses; for they say, “From Moses until Moses there was not a 
Moses.” His death, which took place in 1204, was considered a 
national misfortune by the Egyptians as well as the Jews; they 
observed a general mourning for three days, and called it the 
lamentable year. ^ At Jerusalem a fast was observed, and the 
section of the law read on the occasion was: “ If ye walk in 
my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them, 

7 Juchasin. 
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etc . 8 And from the prophets, “ And the word of Samuel 
came to all Israel, ”_’etc . 9 

In addition to the above mentioned works he wrote 

“ The Book of the Precepts.” “ The Book of Logic. “ On 
the Resurrection, an Epistle against the prevalent opinion of 
Astrology.” Another to the Jews of the South, exhorting 
them to remain firm to their religion. “ On the Preservation 
of Health.” “ The Garden of Health.” “ On Natural His- 
tory.” “ The Knowledge of God through his Creatures.” “ On 
Dreams.” “ On the Soul — solutions to various questions on 
religious points.” “ A Commentary on Avicenna.” “ Another 
on a part of the Guemara.” “ Sermons.” “ The Thirteen 
Articles of Faith,” and various other treatises too numerous to 
detail. Many of his writings are in Arabic; those in Hebrew 
are in the purest style. His works are universally admired. An 
eminent English divine says — u The memory of Maimonides 
has flourished, and will flourish for ever .” 10 



CHAPTER Till. 

Learned Men. — Nachman ides, his Conference icith 
Fr. Paul. — Riot at Toledo. — Synagogue at Estella 
tahen from them. — Privileges in Aragon . — Al- 
phonso II. of Aragon has two Christians executed 

for the murder of a Jew Letter of Innocent III. 

— F aero Viejo. — Caraites. — Alphonso IX. opposed 
to their Innovations. — Fuero Real. 

This may be considered the brightest period, the 
golden age of Hebrew Literature; for many other 

8 Lev. xxvi. 3. 9 1 Sam. iv. l—il. 

10 Dr. Clavering, Bishop of Peterborough. 
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learned men flourished cotemporaneously with those 
noticed in the preceding chapter, among whom may 
be reckoned : — 

R- Moses ben Tibon Marimon — a native of Granada, bom 
in 1134, who even excelled his talented relatives, R. Judah 
and R. Samuel. His proficiency in the Hebrew and Arabic 
languages enabled him to translate from the latter into the 
former, the most classical works on Jurisprudence, Philosophy, 
Astronomy and Medicine; and those of Maimonides, Averroes, 
Aristotle, Alphagran, and Euclid’s Elements. He obtained for 
his abilities the title of “ The Eather of Translators.” He 
wrote in Hebrew a philosophical work, solving the problem 
why the sea and waters do not inundate the earth. 

R. Benjamin ben Jonah — of Tudela, in Navarre, cele- 
brated for his travels in the East, which he commenced in 
1160, and continued for fifteen years. His itinerary has been 
translated into various languages. M. Asher, of Berlin, has 
lately made it familiar to the English reader with valuable 
notes. 

R. Moses Giguatilla — born at Cordova in 1148, was a 
poet of great repute; he translated Job and various Hebrew 
writings into Arabic, and composed a Hebrew vocabulary. 

R. Joseph Kimchi — was born at Narbonne, in 1160, but 
styled himself a Spaniard ; much esteemed for his knowledge of 
sacred and profane literature, and particularly grammar and 
poetry. He wrote various controversial works against Chris- 
tianity; “ A Commentary on Jeremiah;” “ The Holy Shekels;” 
a collection of poems; and “ The Book of Memory,” a gram- 
matical work. His son — 

R. Moses Kimchi — born in 1190, was also an excellent 
grammarian. Exclusive of his grammar, he wrote various 
works on it, having the titles of “ The Entrance to the Road of 
Knowledge;” “The Paths of the Holy Tongue;” “Tire 
Gate of my Words;” “ Good Understanding;” “ The Book 
that heals.” He also commented on Proverbs and Ezra, and 
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wrote a moral philosophical work, entitled “ The Delig t o 
the Soul.” But the greatest of this talented family which had 
furnished Rabbins to various congregations of Spain was his 
brother — 

R. David Kimchi — bom in 1192, denominated, from his 
excellent Hebrew dictionary and Grammar, “ The Prince of 
Grammarians.” His “ Commentaries on Scripture” are highly 
esteemed; and considered necessary for the perfect understand- 
ing of the holy writings. He endeavoured, in vain, to effect 
a reconciliation between the French and Spanish schools on 
the subject of Maimonides’ Guide. 

R. Abraham ben Hasdai — Chief Rabbi of Barcelona, 
contemporary with R. David Kimchi, was a moral philosopher 
of note and a profound scholar. Under the title of “ The 
Apple,” he translated from the Arabic into Hebrew, a work 
containing numerous moral sayings and sentences of philoso- 
phers; “ The Just Balances,” a moral work of Algazali; 
and wrote a moral work entitled, “ Directions for the Soul,” 
and “ The King’s Son and the Nazarene;” also “ Arguments on 
the Fear of God.” 

R. Moses ben Nachman — more commonly known by the 
name of Nachmanides, was a native of Gerona, from which he 
is sometimes called R. Moses of Gerona, born in 1198. From 
his great erudition, he obtained the title of “ The Father of 
Knowledge.” He was a profound philosopher, cabalist, and 
physician; and particularly famed for his abilities in the 
obstetric art. His reputation as a learned doctor in the law, 
led to his being nominated on the part of the Jews, to the 
public disputation with Fr. Paul Christiani, by the decree of 
James I., king of Aragon (to which kingdom Catalonia be- 
longed), to put a stop to the daily disputes that took place 
between the Jews and Dominican friars who had studied 
Hebrew and Arabic. This decree induced the adverse parties 
to select their ablest advocates, and the above named were 
chosen. The conference took place in the presence of the 
king and court; the two orators defended their respective 
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causes with great erudition and eloquence. As usual in similar 
cases, each party claimed the victory. R. Moses drew up an 
account of the proceedings, and proved that his arguments 
were answered only by sophisms. The king was so pleased 
with his conduct and talents, that he presented him with 300 
crowns. In his latter days he quitted Spain, and retired to 
the Holy Land, where he built a handsome college, and died 
in 1260. He left a number of learned scholars, and the fol- 
lowing learned works : — 

“ The Garden of Desire,” and a dozen other Cabalistic 
works. Epistles on the “ Sanctity of Marriage;” on moral 
subjects, addressed to his son; and one in defence of Mai- 
monides; “ An Exposition of the Law;” “ A Commentary 
on Job;” another on some “ Treatises of the Talmud;” 
“ On the Works of Maimonides ;” “ The Law of Man” — 
directions how to conduct himself in Sickness, Trouble, 
Death, and the Hope of a Future Life; “ On the Coming of 
the Messiah;” his sermon on the Excellence of the Law, 
preached before the king of Castile; “On the Redemption 
from Captivity;” a lament on the “ Destruction of the 
Temple;” and his “ Conference with Friar Paul.” 

Toledo had offered hospitality to the learned Hebrew 
strangers, who, emulating the thirst of glory and sci- 
ence which the sectarians of Mahomet had cultivated, 
contributed on their part to inoculate the Spanish 
people with it; but they, exclusively attached to the 
art of war, little heeded such pursuits. The favour 
shewn by the king to the Jews incensed the people 
against them. In 1108, a riot took place at Toledo, 
probably instigated by the fanatics then about joining 
the crusade, the archbishop, Bernard, having taken 
the cross. The populace, under pretence of the hatred 
they bore towards their religion, murdered numbers ; 
the streets of Toledo streamed with Jewish blood. Fire 
consumed immense wealth ; plunder and violence left 
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every where the trace of desolation. This fatal ex- 
ample was a precedent for the many massacres that 
are indelible stains on the history of the Spanish 
nation. In vain did King Alphonso, animated by 
humanity, attempt to punish the perpetrators of the 
horrid attack. The mob, irritated at the privileges 
granted to the Jews, plundered the synagogues, and 
immolated the Rabbins at the foot of their altars; 
nothing had been respected. The laws were disre- 
garded, or were too impotent ; and the people carried 
their thirst for blood to the utmost excess. The 
Hebrew people, amidst the troubles of which they 
were the victims, sought protection from the king and 
church, by large contributions, exclusive of their 
ordinary taxation and capitation. The latter was 
frequently assigned to grandees for some signal action, 
or in exchange for some privilege, in lieu of a pension 
on the royal revenues. 

The king of Navarre, Don Garcia the Monk, so 
called from having been bishop of Burgos and Pamp- 
lona, in 1135 assigned them to the citizens of Estella, 
for the services rendered him ; and with the Catholic 
feeling of the time, deprived them of their principal 
synagogue, and gave it to his successor in the latter 
see, who dedicated' it to the mother of God and all 
saints. 1 

The Jews had, in 1170, obtained many privileges at 
Nagera. King Sancho, the Wise, extended them to 
those of Tudela, to induce them to settle in Castile, and 
for their protection; they are thus detailed in the 
archives of Navarre (Dr. Asso y Rodrigues, the 
compiler of the ancient Spanish Laws, could not dis- 
cover them complete) 

1 Lezaun, MS. Mem. of Estella. 
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‘ ‘ The power of selling the houses they quitted within their 
barrier. 

“ To pay no tax, under condition that, with the exception of 
the principal tower, they should keep the castle in repair. 

“ That should they be attacked in Castile, and kill any 
person, they should not be punished for murder. 

“ That in taking oath on the demand of Christians, they 
should answer : ‘ I swear’ ten times ; and ‘ Amen,’ ten times. 

“ The king will appoint a Christian judge to whom Chris- 
tians are to apply in complaints against Jews. 

“ In trials between Moors and Jews, they are to be proved by 
Jews and Moors only; the same as is done between Christians, 
Jews, and Moors. 

“ Finally, he granted them land for a Cemetery.” 

Charles II. confirmed all the above in 1355. 2 

In the following year he granted the same to the Jews 
of Fumes. 3 Jews were not to pay tithes on what they 
inherited from their progenitors, but only on what 
they acquired from Christians. 4 

During the constant warfare carried on in Castile, 
Navarre, and Aragon, from disputed successions and 
the differences among the Moorish sovereigns, the 
services of the Jews were required by all the belli- 
gerents, and they were employed in the highest offices 
of state, both by Christians and Moors. 

Alphonso VIII., who at an early age had been 
married to Eleanor, daughter of Henry II. of Eng- 
land, proved a second Marc Anthony. In 1171, he 
became enamoured of a beautiful Jewess, named 
Fermosa; neglected his queen, abandoned public 
affairs, and for seven years confined himself to his 
capital with his inamorata ; although after his defeat 
at Alarcos, his states were menaced by the kings of 

8 Arch. Nav. Case 1, No. 34-53. 3 Ibid. No. 36. 

4 Fuero de Sobarbe, No. 220. 
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Aragon, Leon, and Seville. The superstitious people 
attributed the disasters that befell the kingdom, to the 
impious love of the prince. They did not hesitate to 
sacrifice the mistress of the king to what they con- 
sidered the welfare of the nation. A riot broke out 
at the residence of the king ; the rebels entered his 
palace, and under his eyes assassinated the handsome 
Jewess, to whose influence they attributed all the 
public calamities. Alphonso, seeing the fury of the 
people, dared not punish any of the assassins, from fear 
of experiencing the fate of his favourite; but, aroused 
from his lethargy on the plains of Tolosa, he repaired 
the disgrace of Alarcos. 

Alphonso II. of Aragon had two Christians exe- 
cuted for the murder of a Jew. As he owed 100 
marabotins to one of the assassins, he is accused of 
having done it, not as an act of justice, but to rid 
himself of an importunate creditor. 

Through the mediation of Henry II. of England, 
peace was concluded between Castile and Aragon; 
by which the revenues from the Jews of Estella and 
Euvenes were ceded to the former. 5 

Alphonso IX., whose reign began 1188, was parti- 
cularly favourable to Jews and Moors. The favour 
shewn them by this liberal monarch, induced Pope 
Innocent III. to address him on the subject in 1205. 
He accused him of elevating the synagogue and 
mosque at the expense of the church ; that he exon- 
erated Jews and Moors from paying tithes, and per- 
mitted them to acquire landed property as they 
liked. That the slave of a J ew becoming a Christian, 
by that conversion became free, and instead of paying 
the owner the amount fixed by ecclesiastical canons, 

* MS. Mem. of Estella. 
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the Jew was permitted to claim what indemnity he 
chose; that, latterly, the bishop of Burgos was com- 
pelled to pay 200 pieces of gold for a girl not worth 
ten sous, as the pope says. This latter part shews 
that the letter had been written through the influence 
of the Spanish clergy at the court of Rome. R. Hay, 
a native of Granada, was physician to the king. 
Finding the laws so inoperative, Alphonso, in 1212, 
revised the Fuero Viejo of Castile, a code formed by 
Sancho Garcia, count of Castile, between 995 and 
1000, but which Dr. Asso y Rodrigues, who has pre- 
served the revised code, could not discover. The 
following are the only ones wherein Jews are men- 
tioned, and which place them on an equality with his 
other subjects : — 

Fuero Viejo of Castile Book III. Title 2. 

On Proofs. 

If a Christian or Jew demand a debt from another Christian, 
which the latter denies, and the creditor asserts he can prove 
it, arbitrators shall be named in presence of the Alcalde 
(magistrate), whose decision after the examination of witnesses 
shall be binding; but if arbitrators are not appointed, the case 
remains undecided, and the parties may commence the suit de 
novo. 

Title IV. — On Debts. 

§ 1. — If a knight is indebted to a Jew or Christian, and 
the debt is recognised and acknowledged, the debtor, if he 
possesses moveables, must deliver them to his creditor, and 
they are to be sold to pay him within nine days; but if im- 
moveable property is deposited for the payment, the debtor is 
to keep possession, and enjoy it until the debt is paid; and 
should he incur any expense on it, he is to reimburse himself 
before the debtor receives anything from it; but if he will not 
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uphold the property, he is to retain it in its depreciated state , 
hut he may not sell it to another person. 

§ 3. — If any person is indebted to a Jew, and has given a 
bond engaging all his property for the payment, he may dis- 
pose or mortgage a part of it before the Jew is m possession; 
but if he, or the sheriff in his behalf, is in possession of it, he 
may neither sell nor mortgage it to any other person until the 
Jew is paid. 

§ 18. — If a Jew sues a man of the town, and he appears 
before the Alcalde, if he wishes to make terms with the Jew, 
the Alcalde shall fix the time at ten days. 

§ 19. — If a Jew demands a bond debt, and the debtor denies 
it, the Alcalde is to take the bond; if the Jew proves it accord- 
ing to law, he must have his debt, and the person who denied 
it must pay a fine of sixty sous to the judge; if the Jew cannot 
prove it according to law, the bond is to be cancelled, and the 
Jew is to be fined sixty sous. If a Jew demands a bond which 
is proved to have been paid, the Alcalde shall tear the bond, 
and fine the Jew sixty sous; but the Christian who gave the 
bond must prove the payment by another Christian or a Jew, 
as his testimony alone is not sufficient. 

Title V. — On Pledges. 

§ 3. — If a person pledges wearing apparel, bedding, plate, 
or other articles to Jews or Christians, and the holder claims a 
sum that the other disputes, and the holder declares the amount 
he advanced, and offers to prove they were pledged for that 
amount ; if he cannot prove it, the other is to pay no more 
than he acknowledges, and is to receive his pledge. If the 
pledges are deposited with a Jew, as the Jew is to be secured 
for the sum he claims, the Christian must pay it, and fifty per 
cent, per annum for profit, unless he can prove he has not 
received as much. 

§ 4.— If a Jew takes pledges of apparel, bedding, furniture, 
or plate, from a Christian, on interest, and another person 
claims them as having been lost or stolen from him, and de- 
mands their restitution: if the Jew declares that he took the 
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articles in pledge, but does not know the person that pledged 
them, the Jew must swear in the synagogue that he does not 
know the person, nor has any understanding with him to re- 
turn them, and also the amount he advanced, if the Christian 
wishes to redeem them. If they do not in right belong to the 
Jew, he must pay the amount advanced, and the Jew is to 
give them up without interest. 

Many foreigners, for such they termed the Navar- 
rese and Aragonese that had joined Alphonso 
against the Moors, being encamped in the vicinity 
of Toledo, with pretended zeal ill-treated the Jews 
and killed some. The nobles and Toledans took arms 
in their defence against the strangers ; but it required 
all the authority and prudence of the king to quell 
the riot and secure the Jews from injury; and many 
quitted Spain at the time and settled in Barbary. 
During this reign, the Caraites made their appearance 
in Spain, and caused so much disturbance from their 
difference with the tenets of the Spanish Jews that 
the king was obliged to interpose his authority. At 
Burgos, they attempted to overthrow the customs and 
usages that had been practised for ages. The king sided 
with the majority; he prohibited the Caraites from 
practising their rites, and enjoined them to conform 
to the religion of the mass of the Hebrew people; 
which they either did or quitted the country, for no 
further mention is made of them in Spanish history. 
He protected the Jews in the free exercise of their 
religion, and prevented apostasy, as is seen by the 
subjoined extract from the code of laws which he added 
to his revision of the Fuero Viejo, for the government 
of his kingdom. 
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Fuero Real (Royal Statute) of Alphonso IX. 
Book IY. Title 2 On Jews. 

I — We forbid any Jew reading or keeping concealed books 
opposed to bis religion, or tbat would invalidate it ; any one 
possessing or finding such is to burn them publicly at the 
synagogue gates. We further prohibit their reading, or know- 
ingly possessing any books that speak against our religion, or 
in disparagement of it. But we permit them to read and pos- 
sess all books on their religion, as those given by Moses and 
the other prophets; and should a person read or keep any 
book contrary to this our prohibition, his person and property 
shall be at the mercy of the king. 

II. — We strictly forbid any Jew to induce any Christian to 
turn from his religion, or circumcise him. Whoever does, shall 
die for it, and his property be confiscated to the king. 

III. — If a Jew utters anything reviling against God, the 
holy Maria or other saints, he shall be fined ten maravedis for 
each offence, and the king shall order one hundred lashes to 
be given to him. 

IY. — No Jew or Jewess shall presume to rear the child of a 
Christian, nor give his or her child to be brought up by a 
Christian. Any person so doing shall pay a fine of one hun- 
dred maravedis to the king. 

Y. — No Jew is to advance money at interest, or otherwise, 
on the person of a Christian. Whoever does shall lose whatever 
he may have lent, and the Christian can go free whenever he 
chooses. No law-suit or sentence to prevent him is valid. 

VI. — No Jew shall lend at a higher rate of interest than thirty- 
three and a third per cent per annum. If he lends at a higher 
rate, it is void; and if he receives more, he shall pay double the 
amount he received to the person who paid it ; and any law-suit 
instituted contrary hereto shall be of no avail. Furthermore 
we order, that no one shall presume to use any pledge he may 
have taken, or lend it to any other person: whoever does 
shall be fined half its value for the owner; nor shall any suit he 




FUERO REAL. 



77 



may enter to use it be admissible, unless the pledge be free of 
interest during the time. We further forbid any further in- 
terest to be charged after the interest amounts to as much as 
the capital; nor is the bond to be renewed until the year is 
Completed. Should any suit be craftily instituted to obtain 
more, it shall be void. And if in any way he receives more 
than the law permits, he shall refund it as said before. This 
law is for Jews, Moors, and Christians, or any one who lends 
on interest. 

VII. — We do not prevent Jews observing their sabbaths, 
and the holidays enjoined by their religion. They may practise 
whatever the holy church and kings have permitted ; and no 
person shall oppose or obstruct them. No one shall compel 
them to appear before a tribunal, nor condemn them, nor seize 
nor arrest their persons on those days, that they may not do 
anything contrary to their religion. Neither may they sum- 
mon any other person to justice on those days. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Learned Men. — Poignard of Faith. — Christian Con- 
quest. — Moorish Dissensions. — Cortes of Barcelona 
— of Saragossa . — Capitulation of Cordova . — Va- 
lencia surrendered. — Rescript at Gerona. — Ordinance 
ofLerida. — Seville reduced. — Kindness of Ferdinand. 
— College of Cordova transferred to Toledo. — Re- 
ported Crucifixion of a Chorister. — Alphonso X. the 
Wise, succeeds his Father. — Astronomers employed by 
him. — Jealousy of the Catalans. — A Duty levied on 
Foreign Jews and Moors. — Protected by Alphonso — 
his ordinance respecting Pledges. — Charter of 
Alcala — of Salamanca — of Sahagun. — Bull of 
Alexander IV. 

Perhaps there are none in the present century whose 
fame is so great as that of those of the preceding one ; 
but Spain yet could boast of many learned Hebrew 
writers, who do honour to its literature. Barcelona in 
1200 gave birth to — 

E. Joseph Caspi — a renowned philologist and grammarian. 
On the latter subject, his works yet extant are, “ The Treasure 
of the Holy Tongue,” explaining all the words in scripture. 
His dictionary, entitled “ Silver Chains,” contains the roots of 
all Hebrew words. He wrote an exposition of the precepts, 
with the title of, “ The Book of Mystery.” He also com- 
mented on Lamentations; the Guide of Maimonides; the Ten 
Predicaments of Aristotle; Plato’s Government of State; and 
the Commentary of Aben Ezra. 
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R- Jonah of Gerona — was born about this period. He 
wrote on the “ Ordinances of Women;” “ The Gates of Re- 
pentance,” shewing its necessity; another work on lawful 
and prohibited things. The fame of his great piety and mo- 
rality brought him to the notice of James I., of Aragon, who 
commanded him to write a work to instruct man in the duties 
of religion and piety ; which he did, under the title of, “ On 
the Fear of God.” He died and was buried at Seville in 
1264. 

It is affirmed of this prince that he so highly re- 
spected the learned rabbins, that he claimed their 
assistance for instruction on moral subjects, and 
also borrowed their prayer-books for his private de- 
votions ; so that, although hated by the populace and 
the ignorant among the clergy, the great and learned 
not only protected, but admired and encouraged them. 
Although this prince persecuted the Albigenses, he 
treated the Jews kindly ; his confessor, Raymond de 
Pennaforte, having recommended mild measures as 
the most effectual means of converting them. Penna- 
forte is by some supposed to be the author of u The 
Poignard of Faith,” a violent attack on the Jews; but 
from its not appearing until three centuries later, it 
is far more probably the production of the envenomed 
pen of another less humane Dominican friar, named 
Raymond. This monarch would not permit a Spanish 
translation of the Bible in his dominions, probably from 
that of R. David Kimehi (from which the Ferara 
edition is supposed to have been printed) being the 
only one then known. 

R. Jacob Antoli — a native of Granada, bom in 1210, was 
a profound mathematician, linguist, and expositor. He trans- 
lated into Hebrew Maimonides’ Compendium of Logic; the 
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Isagoge of Porphyrus; the Book of Aristotle on the Inter- 
pretation; the First and Second Book on Syllogisms, with the 
Commentary of Averroes, and the Arabic of Alphragan on the 
Celestial Revolutions. He wrote a philosophical exposition of 
the Pentateuch in Hebrew, hearing the title of “ The In- 
structor of Scholars.” 

R. Jacob ben Machir Tibon— born at Cordova in 1215, 
resident at Seville, was a mathematician, astronomer and philo- 
sopher of high repute. He wrote on the Astrolabe, under the 
title of “ The Quadrant of Israel;” another astronomical work; 
a commentary on the Pentateuch; and translated Averroes’ 
Arabic comment on Aristotle, and Euclid’s Elements, into 
Hebrew. 

R. Isaac aben Latiph — was also highly esteemed as a 
philosopher, astronomer, geographer, and physician. He wrote 
a theological philosophical work, entitled, “ The Gate of 
Heaven;” “ The King’s Treasury,” or questions on philoso- 
phical subjects; “ The Form of the Universe,” on the ter- 
restrial and celestial globes, and some theological works. 

. R. Moses Micozzi, of an Italian family, but a native of 
Toledo, was a famed preacher of great repute and eloquence. 
He severely reprobated a custom, then prevalent, of marrying 
strange women ; he travelled much in Spain, and taught the 
law in his native city. His learned commentary on the pre- 
cepts is highly esteemed. 

R. Joseph Ben Shoshan — must have held an important 
office under the Moorish king of Seville, for, among some 
tombstones found at Seville, where he died in 1233, his epi- 
taph expresses, that “ he was mighty in the law, a prince in 
government, and that all the nobles of the king bowed their 
heads to him.” 1 

R. Joseph ben Daoud — is another proof of the high con- 
sideration the Moorish sovereigns entertained for their able 
Jewish subjects. Although no mention is made of him in 
history, his epitaph states, that “ the Arabian kings conferred 
honour and power on him.” He died at Seville in 1240. 2 

1 Appendix, No. 2. 2 Appendix, No. 3. 
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R. Meir ben Todros — a native of Burgos, taught the 
law at Toledo, where he died in 1244 ; he wrote various cabalis- 
tical works; a letter against Maimonides; and a treatise on the 
Masorah, entitled “ The Fence of the Law.” 

R. Abraham ben Judah — of Barcelona, born in 1230, 
was a superior Theologian and Jurist; he wrote, under the title 
of, “ The Four Orders,” an excellent work on the existence of 
God, Divine Providence, the final cause of the law of Moses, 
and the purport of its precepts. 

R. Perez a Cohen — a Jurist of high repute, a great 
cabalist, and celebrated physician, was born about 1241, at 
Gerona; his work, “The Dispositions of the Divinity,” is 
much esteemed. 

R. Gershon ben Solomon — also a native of Catalonia; 
his work, “ The Gate of Heaven,” treats on natural objects, 
astronomy according to the systems of Ptolemy, Alphragan, 
and Averroes, and on theological subjects. 

The victorious arms of the Christian princes 
achieved conquests from the Moors, notwithstanding 
they bravely defended the possessions which the in- 
domitable courage of their ancestors had wrested from 
the Visigothic monarchs five centuries before. By 
their subdivision into numerous petty states, for 
almost every town of note had declared its independ- 
ence, the extensive Cordovese empire had become 
eight separate kingdoms; Toledo, Seville, Cordova, 
Jaen, Granada, Murcia, Valencia, and Badajoz, each 
had its sovereign. Their mutual jealousies, and the 
hope of retaining their small dominions, often led 
them to join their forces to those of the Christian 
princes; and the banner of the crescent might fre- 
quently be seen, with that of the cross, unfurled on 
the field of battle against their more powerful Moorish 
neighbour. 

G 
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The six catholic kingdoms of Castile, Leon, Astu- 
rias, Aragon, Navarre, and Portugal, had by inter- 
marriages, notwithstanding their frequent quarrels, 
become more united against the Saracens. These 
causes led to the gradual waning of the crescent, 
destined no longer to cast its refulgent light over the 
fertile fields of Andalusia; and a few years later it set 
for ever on the most fruitful portion of Europe. 

In 1224, Ferdinand III. commenced the conquest of 
Andalusia, by taking Baeza; upon which all the 
neighbouring towns of that small state surrendered. 

The cortes held in 1228 at Barcelona, deprived the 
Jews of a privilege they had long enjoyed in Catalonia; 
it decreed, if there was no document proving a debt, 
that the oath of a Jew was not alone sufficient for 
the recovery of it. 

James I., in 1230, added Majorca to the crown of 
Aragon, and held a cortes at Tarragona in 1233; 
among other laws are found 3 : — 

§ 15. — We also enact, that Jews are not to lend at a higher 
rate than twenty per cent, either in Aragon or Catalonia, nor 
is the interest to exceed the capital. 

§ 20. — Jews are not to become Mahometans, nor are Moors 
to embrace Judaism. 

In the following year, he issued another, entitled 4 — 

“ Regulations against the Avarice of the Jews, and the 
Cruelty of Usury.” The preamble states, that Christians had 
almost renounced usury; but that the insatiable avarice of 
Israelite usurers had reached the point of overthrowing fortunes, 
and knew no bounds, particularly by the accumulations on the 
capital. The intention of government is not to prevent Jews 
lending money ; for those transactions are useful to Christians. 
But to stop abuses, it is ordained that all Jews in town or 

3 Marea TIispanica, App. 515. * Idem, 51. 
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country, that would lend on interest, are to swear in presence 
of a notary, that they conform to the law. The oath is not 
to be taken in the synagogue or a private place, but in a 
court of justice, or the place where oaths are administered to 
Christians. They shall swear on the law of Moses and the 
Decalogue, and add all the ceremonies and curses as practised 
by. the Jews of Barcelona. The notaries shall register their 
oath, and draw up no acts for Jews that are not registered and 
sworn to. The interest, whatever may be the term of the 
loan or quality of the security, in no case shall exceed four 
deniers on a livre per month. No Jew is permitted to add 
the interest to the capital, and charge compound interest; nor 
may he demand a larger amount of interest than the capital. 
All contracts and demands that are not conformable to these 
statutes shall be void ; and the Jew who lends on illegal terms 
shall lose the amount of the loan, half to be for the informer, 
and half for the king’s lieutenant. Notaries who draw up 
such contracts are to be deprived of office for ever. Christian 
borrowers shall make oath before the notary, that the capital 
and interest are really the amounts expressed in the bond. 

In Navarre, it appears no distinction was made be- 
tween Christians and Jews; for, in 1234, Pope 
Gregory IX. ordered the king, Thibaut I., to compel 
the Jews to dress differently to Christians, as estab- 
lished by a general council, which he was informed was 
not enforced in Navarre. 5 By the Fuero of Sobarbe, 
Jews were permitted to marry as many wives as they 
could ( gobernary maintain, but might not leave one 
without divorcing all. If a Jew cohabited with a 
Christian woman both were to be burnt. 7 

After an obstinate resistance, Cordova, the capital 
and seat of the Spanish caliphs, surrendered to the 
victorious forces of Ferdinand in 12d6; the inhabit - 

5 Arch. Nav. Case 2, No. 12. 6 Query— To govern ? 

7 Arch. Nav. Case 2. Fuero de Sobarbe, 76. 
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ants, by capitulation, were allowed to retire with their 
property. Many Jews, with regret, quitted a city 
that had become dear to them, from the tranquillity 
they had for centuries enjoyed under the Moslem 
sovereigns, and the reminiscence of the glory shed by 
their schools on the literary character of the Hebrew 
nation. 

Two years after, a similar fate attended the city of 
Valencia. It surrendered, after a prolonged siege, to 
the army of James, who, by his many conquests 
during a long successful reign, had greatly enlarged 
the kingdom of Aragon. Upwards of 50,000 Moors 
are said to have quitted those (to them) Elysian fields, 
among whom were many Jews; the inhabitants being 
permitted to carry away their gold, silver, and other 
property. 

In 1240, James issued a rescript at Gerona, 8 ordain- 
ing that on doubts arising in a court of law between 
a Christian borrower and a Jew lender, they were to 
be decided in favour of the former ; and that a Chris- 
tian might prove a debt against a Jew by Christian 
witnesses only ; thus abrogating the privilege that no 
debt could be proved against them without a Jew 
witness. In Valencia, it was necessary that all debts 
above five sous should be proved by Christian wit- 
nesses or writing. Although kindly disposed towards 
the Jews, he wished for their conversion; and to en- 
courage those who became Catholics, he issued an 
ordinance in 1242 from Lerida, authorising it uncon- 
ditionally, and securing to them their property of 
whatever nature it might be, and that the children or 
relatives of the convert should claim no part of it 
during his life-time, but on his death might inherit such 

8 Mar. His. 513. 
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portion as though he apostatised to Judaism or Pa- 
ganism. This decree also included Moors. 

In 1244, Ferdinand compelled Granada to become 
tributary; and, after an obstinate resistance, his son 
Alphonso, in 1248, forced Seville to capitulate: 
400,000 persons of all ages and sexes, fearing new 
persecutions, are said to have quitted the Andalusian 
capital, among whom were a number of Jews. Many 
retired to Africa; others, to various parts of Spain; 
from whence many afterwards returned, which may 
be attributed to the conduct of the prince, who, desir- 
ous of the Jews remaining in the conquered city, 
shewed them particular favour. In dividing Seville, 
he appropriated the three parishes of Santa Maria 
la Blanca, St. Bartholomew and Santa Cruz, to them 
for a Jewry. He also gave them three mosques, situ- 
ated within those parishes, for synagogues ; and for 
their protection surrounded it with a wall, extending 
from the Alcazar to the gate of Carmona, of which 
vestiges are yet remaining, as well as some mutilated 
Hebrew inscriptions in a synagogue they built in the 
parish of St. Bartholomew. Within the Jewry they 
had their exchanges, markets, courts of justice, and 
slaughter-houses; and in an adjacent field their 
cemetery. The liberality of Alphonso, his son, the 
Infante who headed the army, went farther; he 
granted the rights of inheritance to those who had 
dwelt there under the Moorish sovereigns, as well as 
to all those that might be attracted to it by its im- 
mense population. Ferdinand, who was afterwards 
canonised, protected learning, and with it the Hebrew 
scholars; for under his auspices the famous college of 
Cordova was in 1249 transferred to Toledo, which 
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became the principal seat of Jewish literature, 
although Seville. Barcelona, and other cities possessed 
schools of high repute and many learned men. His 
physician was Solomon ben David, and he had many 
Israelites in his service as receivers and auditors, who 
administered the royal revenues. In the general divi- 
sion, on the conquest of Seville, he rewarded those Jews 
who had accompanied him, by giving them lands in 
the Loza, afterwards called the Paternilla of the Jews. 
In seeking to ameliorate their condition, he not only 
attended to the voice of humanity, but likewise to the 
progress and diffusion of the elements of civilisation; 
and established professorships of Hebrew at Toledo, 
Seville, and other important cities of his dominions. 
In gratitude for these favours, on his public entry into 
Seville, the Jews presented him a key of most curious 
and elaborate workmanship, bearing in Hebrew and 
Spanish the inscription, “ God will open, the king shall 
enter.” It is yet preserved in the cathedral. To the 
protection of St. Ferdinand may be attributed, that 
the Jews were not persecuted from the false report 
that they had stolen and crucified a young chorister 
of the cathedral of Saragossa, named Dominic, whose 
murder it is said was discovered by a miraculous fight 
appearing over his grave, from which he was disin- 
terred and sainted. This attempt of the clergy by 
whom it was concocted, only exposed the Jews to the 
insults and hatred of the populace ; but they suffered 
no violence from it. 

The tolerant spirit of this prince is demonstrated 
by the liberal code of laws under the title of “ Las 
Siete Partidas,” which he left nearly completed at his 
death ; for in those superstitious times, it was no easy 
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task to protect the jews and conciliate the clergy. 
The laws that appear severe against them, are only 
conformable to papal and conciliary decrees, which 
could not, from the influence of the clergy, be abro- 
gated, either with safety to the sovereign or those they 
wished to protect. He was succeeded in 1252 by his 
son Alphonso X., surnamedthe Wise. This illustrious 
prince was much attached to astronomy and mathe- 
matics. At an early age he sought the aid of the many 
Jewish proficients in those sciences, and in the Arabic 
language. At his desire, before his ascension to the 
throne, his physician R. Judah Mosca, translated a 
curious ancient Arabic manuscript into Spanish, which 
had originally been written in Chaldee. It treats on 
360 stones, their colour, virtues, where found, and the 
figure of the celestial sign from which each derives 
its strength; thus combining mineralogy with the 
superstition of the day — astrology : the work, yet in the 
library of the Escurial, is elaborately illuminated. He 
also translated, by the king’s desire, the astronomical 
work of Ali ben Ragil, of which another translation wa s 
made by R. Judah a Cohen, who, by order of his sove- 
reign, translated the astronomical treatise of Avicenna 
on 1022 stars; and wrote a work on the forty-eight 
constellations formed by the 1252 stars which he 
reckoned in the firmament, contrary to the general 
opinion of Avicenna and cotemporary astronomers. 

R. Zag, of Sujurmenza, by command of this learned 
prince, wrote on the various astrolabes then in use, 
and gave rules for making dials. 

R. Isaac ben Said, the reader of the Synagogue of 
Toledo, where he was born in 1242, was also employed 
by him to assist in forming the famed Alphonsine 
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tables ; be was one of the profoundest mathematicians 
of the age. 

The protection afforded by this learned monarch, 
greatly increased the Hebrew population of Castile. 
As many as 12,000 students are said to have resided 
then at Toledo. Although astronomy was his favourite 
study, the learned and scientific were equally pro- 
tected and patronised by him; but, notwithstanding 
his liberality, he could not attract all the Hebrew 
scholars Spain then could boast of. Exclusive of these 
Castilian subjects, Aragon and the principality of 
Catalonia possessed many learned Jews ; although the 
Hebrew population was not as numerous as in Cas- 
tile, owing to the jealousy of the Catalans, who had 
sought to place their commerce on the same system as 
Genoa and Pisa. The privileges Barcelona had ob- 
tained from the kings of Aragon, had rendered it a 
vast emporium. They no longer required the aid of 
foreigners, and obtained permission from the king to 
expel the Lombards, Pisans, and Florentines; nor 
Avere foreigners permitted to establish banks at Barce- 
lona. The native Jews were tolerated ; but Moors 
and JeAvs coming from foreign parts were subject to 
an import duty, and figured in the tariff among silks, 
saffron, soap, and other merchandise. 

The Jews had claim to the benevolence of the 
Castilian monarch ; their doctors of the Ihav pos- 
sessed the arts and sciences in the highest perfection ; 
and it Avas impossible for a king Avho devoted to their 
study the moments of leisure that state affairs left 
him, not to feel a lively sympathy toAvards their most 
renoAvned cultivators. Alphonso used all -the means 
Avithin his poAver that did not place him in direct 
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opposition to his vassals, to protect the Jews; as 
thereby he protected the advancement of human 
knowledge : giving thus an impulse to Spanish civili- 
sation. 

The removal of the Cordovese schools to the ancient 
capital of the Visigoths was of the utmost importance 
at the time. The learned Rabbins who had competed 
with the Arabian Ulemas, made their voices heard in 
the Jewry of Toledo; and when the star of Arabian 
civilisation became eclipsed in the capital of the Wes- 
tern Caliphs, the learning of the descendants of Judah 
seemed to shine with more brilliancy in the first me- 
tropolis of Christian Spain. 

The reason is not given ; but some cause must have 
induced Alphonso to issue the following ordinance 
respecting pledges to the Jews. 

“ We ordain that Jews may lend to the amount of eight 
maravedis on pledges, without being bound to swear or requiring 
disinterested witnesses; and should an article, pledged without 
witnesses for a sum not exceeding eight maravedis, be afterwards 
claimed from the Jew as having been lost or stolen, the Jew 
shall be bound to disclose who was the person that pledged it; 
but if he does not know him, or the person is not known, 
he shall swear in the prescribed form on the book of the law 
in the synagogue, that he does not know the person; that it 
was deposited with him by a respectable person, and that it is 
not done as a cover. If then the claimant wishes to redeem 
it, he shall pay the amount to the Jew, who shall not be liable 
to any penalty. W e further ordain, that if a Jew lend more 
than eight maravedis on a pledge, he must receive it in presence 
of witnesses, and take the prescribed oath before the notary 
who draws up the agreement, that he is not to receive more 
than thirty-three and a third per cent, and that he lends it on 
those terms. And should an article pledged for more than 
eight maravedis be claimed, as having been robbed or stolen, 
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and the person who pledged it is known, but denies it, if the 
Jew cannot prove or will not denounce the person, he shall 
deliver up the pledge to the claimant without being paid, but 
shall incur no further penalty.” 

Almost every city of Spain enjoyed its particular 
Fuero or Charter, which charters were granted by differ- 
ent sovereigns. In most, certain privileges were given 
to the Jews. In that of Alcala we find the following — 

“ Any Christian inhabitant that wounds or kills a Jew, 
shall pay the same fine as a Christian would for a similar act 
to another. 

“ A Jew that wounds or kills a Christian, shall be fined the 
same as if it were committed by a Christian. 

“Jews that wish to reside and settle in Alcala, may do so 
in full security.” 

In that of Salamanca, — 

“ Jews have the same rights as Christians, and any person 
that kills or wounds them is to suffer for such crime, the 
same as if it were committed on a Christian, or on an inhabitant 
of Salamanca. 

“ Jews and their heirs are to be treated the same as if they 
were inhabitants of Salamanca; and their sentences are to be 
signed by two Jews and a Christian, or two Christians and 
a Jew.” 

In the charter given by Alphonso to the town of 
Sahagun, is the following 

“We order that the Jews of San Fagund shall enjoy the 
same privileges as the Jews of Carion. They shall be judged by 
the chiefs appointed by the Rabbins of Burgos ; and the chiefs 
so nominated, shall, in presence of the abbot, swear to act 
justly and impartially; and should they object to the decisions 
of the said chiefs on points of their law, they are to appeal 
to the said Rabbins. 

“ In disputes between Christian and Jew, or Jew and Chris- 
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tian, they shall be tried by the Alcalde of San Fagund, and 
they may appeal, in conformity to the charter of the town. 

“ All claims between Christians and Jews must be proved by 
two witnesses, a Christian and a Jew, or two Christians if 
there is no Jew, or two Jews if there is no Christian. 

“ A person who kills a Jew shall pay 500 sous to the abbot: 
this and all other fines shall be given to the town, or according 
to their law, in conformity to the charter.” 

Don Moses Levi Abulaphia practised medicine at 
Seville with great celebrity. He died 1255 ; he had 
been physician to the last Moorish king. 

By letters patent, dated Segovia, 16th September 
1256, addressed to the High Alcaldes, Rodrigo Estevan 
and Gonzales Vincente, the king granted to the metro- 
politan church of Seville, a tax of thirty deniers, 
which all other bishoprics received from every Jew 
above ten years of age within their diocese. 

A bull of Alexander IV., in this year, empowered 
the king of Navarre not only to prevent the usury of 
Jews, but to deprive them of the property they had 
so acquired, and to return it to its owners, or appro- 
priate it to charitable purposes. 

In 1261, Alphonso completed the Code of Las 
Siete Partidas. They exhibit the protection afforded 
by these enlightened monarchs to the persons and 
property of the Jews, and the free exercise of their 
religion. The laws made under the influence of the 
clergy do not appear to have been enforced. 
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CHAPTER X. 

flag j&tete JJaitliJaS, or “ Seven Codes ' M 

On the Sacraments op the Church . 2 

Law 63 . — What Jews and Moors are to do on meeting the 
Host . — It sometimes happens that Jews and Moors meet the 
Host, when being carried to administer the sacrament to some 
sick person, as stated in the preceding law. We therefore 
say, that if any person not of our faith, and who does not 
believe it, should meet the Host, he will do right to kneel 
the same as Christians, that being nothing more than true 
religion. But if he does not wish to kneel, we order that he 
withdraw from the street, that the clergyman may pass without 
interruption; if it should be proved of any person that he 
would not, the judge of the place where it occurs shall 
commit him to prison for three days. And should he act 
thus again, we order the punishment to be double, and that 
he be imprisoned six days. If thereby he is not warned, hut 
a third time should act contrary hereto, we order that he be 
arrested and taken before the king, who shall inflict the punish- 
ment he may think proper for such act. Should the king be 
far from the place, the person so acting shall be properly secured 
until he be informed thereof, that he may order the punish- 
ment such person deserves. We order this for two reasons: — 
First, — That Jews and Moors may not say that we injure or 
wrong them in our dominions. Secondly, — That the judges 
and those charged with the execution hereof, perform it without 
being induced to condemn them from envy of their property, 
nor the pleasure of personally injuring them from any ill-will 
they may bear against them. The aforesaid punishment is to 
be understood only for those Moors and Jews who are in- 
habitants of places within our dominions; but if they 

1 Mad. Edit. 1711. 2 Code i. Title 4. 
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strangers that come from foreign parts and are unacquainted 
herewith, we consider it just that they should not be liable 
thereto, as such persons do not deserve punishment, unless 
knowingly and maliciously they act contrarily. 

On Lawyers. 3 

Law 5. — Furthermore, we say that no Jew or Moor may 
act as advocate for a Christian; nevertheless he may act as such 
for himself, or any person of his religion. 

On Oaths. 4 

Law 1 1. — Jews having to make oath, must do it in the fol- 
lowing form: — The person who demands that a Jew be sworn, 
must accompany him to the synagogue, to witness his swearing 
in presence of Christians and Jews. The Jew that is to be 
sworn must place his hand on the book of the law from which 
they read ; and the person who administers the oath shall con- 
jure him as follows: — You A. B., a Jew, swear by that God 
who is Omnipotent, who created heaven, earth, and all other 
things, and who said, Swear not falsely by my name: by 
that God, who made Adam, the first man, placed him in 
Paradise, and commanded him not to eat the fruit which he 
forbade him; and because he ate thereof, drove him from 
Paradise: by that God who accepted the offering of Abel 
and refused that of Cain; who at the time of the Flood saved 
Noah, his wife, his sons, their wives and all living things in 
the ark, that they might afterwards people the earth : by that 
God who saved Lot and his daughters from the destruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah: by that God who said unto Abraham, 
that in his seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed, 
and commanded that all people proceeding from him should 
be circumcised, and chose for himself his son Isaac and Jacob 
as patriarchs: who saved Joseph from the hands of his 
brethren, that they did not kill him, and gave him favour with 
Pharaoh, that his family might not perish during the famine: 
who preserved Moses from perishing when cast into the 



3 Code iii. Title 6. 
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river, and afterwards appeared to him in the similitude of fire . 
who inflicted ten plagues on Egypt, because Pharaoh would 
not let the children of Israel go to sacrifice in the desert; and 
made a path in the sea that they might pass on dry land, and 
drowned Pharaoh and his host that pursued them therein: 
who gave the law to Moses at Mount Sinai, and wrote it with 
His finger on tables of stone: who made Aaron his priest, 
and destroyed his sons for sacrificing with strange fire, and 
caused the earth to swallow Dathan, Abiram, and their com- 
panions alive: who gave the Jews manna to eat in the 
wilderness, and made the water that came from the rock sweet 
that they might drink, and sustained them during forty years 
in the desert, that their clothes neither became old nor broken ; 
and when the children of Israel fought with the people of 
Amalek, made Moses to raise his hand so that they conquered; 
and commanded Moses to ascend the mount, and he was not 
afterwards seen ; and, except Joshua and Caleb, would not 
permit any of those that came out of Egypt, for their dis- 
obedience, to enter the promised land ; and turning the waters 
upwards, made them cross the Jordan dry: who cast down 
the walls of Jericho, that Joshua might take it the sooner; 
and further, made the sun stand still at noon, until Joshua had 
conquered his enemies : who chose Saul for the first king of 
His people Israel, and after him made David reign, and put 
the spirit of prophecy upon him and the other prophets; 
guarded him from many dangers, and said he should be called 
a man after his own heart: who took Elijah up to heaven 
in a chariot of fire, and performed many wonders and miracles 
among the Jewish people: and you further swear by the 
Ten Commandments that God gave to Moses : to all which he 
must answer “ I swear.” The person who receives the oath 
must then tell him that as he has sworn, if he knows the 
truth and denies or conceals, and does not avow it, may all 
the plagues that came on the Egyptians, and all the curses 
denounced in the law upon those who despise the command- 
ments of God, come upon him. This being said to him, he 
must answer, “ Amen.” 
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On Relationship in Marriages. 5 

Law 6. — A Moor or Jew, being married according to their 
religion to a relative or sister-in-law, and afterwards becoming 
a Christian, the marriage of such as have been so married, is 
not on that account to be annulled, notwithstanding they are 
related within the fourth degree. 

On Divorce. 6 

Law 7. — A person who becomes a Heretic, Moor, or Jew, 
cannot accuse his wife of adultery, because he has committed 
spiritual adultery. And whereas, the person who carnally 
commits adultery, may, on its being proved, be ejected ; much 
more may it be done to those who commit it spiritually, by 
changing their belief, and persisting in their wickedness. In 
another case, a wife may not be accused of adultery; which is, 
if a Jew, having been married and separated from his wife, by 
giving her a bill of divorce according to the Jewish law, 
should afterwards become a Christian, and she should marry 
another Jew. And if it so happen that after being mar- 
ried to the second husband, she becomes a Christian, and 
claims for her husband, the man who had turned Christian, to 
whom she was formerly married, before he has married another, 
she may do it; he must receive her, and cannot accuse her of 
adultery, nor may he, on account of her second marriage, eject 
or refuse to receive her again. 

On Slaves. 7 

Law 8. — No Jew, Moor, Heretic, or other person, not of 
our religion, can possess any Christian slave. Persons acting 
contrary hereto, and knowingly possessing a Christian as a 
slave, shall suffer death, and their property be confiscated to 
the king. We furthermore declare, if any of the aforesaid per- 
sons possess a slave who is not of our religion; if the said 
slave becomes a Christian, as soon as he has been baptised, and 

5 Code iv. tit 6, extract. 6 Code iii. tit. 6, extract. 

7 Code iv. tit. 21. 
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received our faith, he must be liberated, and is not bound to 
pay anything to the master he belonged to before his conver- 
sion. And, even if his former master subsequently should be- 
come a Christian, he has no right or claim on the slave that 
became a Christian before him. 

This is to be understood, when the Jew, or Moor, has 
bought the* slave, who has thus turned Christian, for the pur- 
pose of serving him, and not as merchandise for sale: but if 
he purchase him for sale, he must dispose of him within three 
months. And if, before the expiration of three months, while 
the owner is endeavouring to dispose of him, he should turn 
Christian; the Jew, or Moor, ought not to lose the entire sum 
they may have paid for him. On the contrary, we ordain, that 
the slave himself, or the person who induced him to turn 
Christian, shall be bound to pay the sum of twelve maravedis, 
current money of the place, to the owner. Should he not have 
the means of paying that amount, he must serve, not as a slave 
but as a free man, until he has earned it. And if the slave has 
not been sold within the term of the three months, although 
the master afterwards turns Christian, he has no right to, or 
claim upon him. 



On Moors. 8 

Law 10. — The Punishments to be inflicted on Moors and 
Christians that cohabit together. —If a Moor cohabit with a 
Christian woman, he shall be stoned for it ; and for the first 
time she shall lose half her property, and her father, mother, 
or grandfather, shall have it, and, in default of such relatives, it 
shall go to the king. And for the second time, she is to lose 
the whole, and the aforenamed are to have it, or, in default, 
the king; and she shall suffer death. We further command, 
that the same shall be done with a widow. And if he should 
be connected with a married woman, she shall be delivered 
into the hands of her husband, that he may burn, acquit, or do 
what he chooses with her. And if he cohafiit with a prostitute, 
for the first time both shall be scourged together through the 
town; and for the second offence they shall suffer death. 

8 Code vii. Tit. 21. 
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On Jews. 9 

Jews are a description of people that will not believe in the 
faith of our Lord J esus Christ ; but Christian potentates have 
always permitted them to reside among them. Whereas, in 
the preceding title, we treated on diviners, and other persons 
who assert that they are acquainted with events that are to 
happen, which in a measure is a contempt of God, pretending 
to render themselves equal to him, by knowing his acts and 
secrets, we shall here treat of the Jews, who contradict and 
deny his name, and the miraculous and holy deed he perform- 
ed when he sent His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, into the world 
to save sinners. We shall shew: — 

The meaning of Jew, and whence the name is derived; — 
the reason why the Church and Potentates allowed their 
residing among them ; the mode of life they must lead among 
Christians; what they may not practise or do according to 
our religion ; the Judges who are to pass sentence on them 
for any crime they commit, or for debts they may owe ; that 
Jews who become Christians are not to be molested ; the ad- 
vantages Jews who become Christians have over those who 
are not converted ; the punishment to be inflicted on those 
who injure and insult converts ; the punishment Christians 
are to receive who become Jews ; and, on Jews who make 
Moorish slaves belonging to them turn to their religion. 

Law 1. — The meaning of Jew, and whence the name is derived. 
— Those are termed Jews who believe the Law of Moses, fol- 
lowing it to the letter, who practise circumcision, and perform 
other ceremonies enjoined by their religion. The name 
is derived from the tribe of Judah, which was the noblest, and 
braver than the other tribes ; it also had another pre-eminence, 
the king of the Jews was to be elected from it ; besides, in 
battle that tribe was the foremost. The reason the Church, 
emperors, kings and princes, permitted Jews to live by them- 
selves among Christians, is, that they might always live as in 
captivity, and that they may ever be a memorial to mankind, 

9 Code vii. Tit. 24. 
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that they are from the genealogy of those who crucified our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Law 2. — The way Jews must live among Christians, what they 
may not practise nor do according to our religion , and the 
punishment of those who act contrary. — Jews residing among 
Christians must live humbly, and without evil intention, 
observing their religion, and not speak ill of the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which Christians observe. They must be 
careful not to preach, praising their religion, and disparaging 
ours, nor to convert any Christian that he turn Jew, any per- 
son so doing shall suffer death, and all his property be confis- 
cated. And whereas, we are informed, that some Jews, by 
way of derision on Good Friday, in commemoration of the 
passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, steal children and crucify 
them, or make images which they crucify, when they cannot 
procure children. We order, that if it can be proved that 
such act is committed in any place of our dominions, all per- 
sons concerned therein are to be arrested, imprisoned, and 
taken before the king; and, when the king has ascertained the 
fact to be true, he must order all the parties concerned therein 
to be executed immediately. Furthermore, we forbid any Jew 
leaving his house, or going without their barrier on Good 
Friday, they shall be confined to the Jewry until Saturday 
morning; should they act contrary, no reparation is to be 
made for any insult or ill-treatment they may receive from 
Christians. 

Law 3. — No Jew to hold any public office or post , enabling 
him to pass sentence on Christians. — The Jews were formerly 
highly honored, and possessed greater privileges than all other 
nations. They only, were called the people of God. But as 
they would not recognise him who had honored and bene- 
fittedthem; and instead of rendering him honor, they disgraced 
and put him to death on the cross, it was just and proper that 
for such an enormous crime and wickedness as they committed, 
they should be deprived of the honor and privileges they 
enjoyed; and ever since the day they crucified our Lord Jesus 
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Christ, they have not had a king or priest of their own, as 
they had before. The emperors, who were formerly masters 
of the whole world, considered it just and right, that for the 
treason committed in putting their Lord to death, they should 
lose the honors and prerogatives they formerly enjoyed, so 
that no Jbw should ever hold a post of honor, or public 
office, by virtue of which he would have to pass sentence 
on Christians. 

Law 4. — How Jews may have Synagogues among Christians. 
— A Synagogue is a place where Jews perform their devotions. 
In no part of our dominions without our permission, may 
any new one be erected ; but should those they have fall 
into decay, they may rebuild and repair them on the same site, 
and in the same manner as before ; but they may not enlarge, 
elevate, or beautify them. The Synagogue that is otherwise 
constructed is to be taken from them, and to be given to the 
principal church of the place where it is erected. As a Syna - 
gogue is a building where the name of God is praised, we 
forbid any Christian presuming to destroy or to take anything 
from it, except a criminal who has sought refuge therein. 
Such may be lawfully seized by force and brought to justice. 
We further forbid Christians putting animals in or near them, 
or causing any molestation to Jews, while engaged at their 
prayers, according to their religion. 

Law 5. — Jews not to have sentence passed on them on Satur- 
days; and what Judges are to pass sentence on them. — Saturday 
is a day whereon Jews observe their Sabbath, and are tranquil 
in their homes; they neither work, trade, nor carry on lawsuits 
thereon. And as they are bound by their religion to observe 
this day, no person may summon them, or bring them to judg- 
ment thereon. We therefore order, that no judge shall 
condemn or arrest Jews on Saturdays, or bring them to 
judgment for debt, or seize, or do them any hurt on that 
day. There are other days of the week sufficient to arrest and 
demand what may justly be demanded from them ; and Jews 
shall not be compelled to answer any summons made them on 
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that day; and we further command, that any sentence passed 
on them on that day shall be null and void. But should Jews 
wound, kill, rob, steal, or commit any similar crime, for which 
they ought to receive corporal punishment, in such cases 
Judges may have guilty persons arrested on Saturday. We 
further command, that all demands Christians may have 
against Jews, or Jews against Christians, shall be heard and 
determined by our Judges and not by their elders. And as 
we forbid Christians punishing Jews or bringing them to judg- 
ment on Saturday, we also declare, that Jews neither personally 
nor by their representatives may have Christians tried or 
punished on that day. Furthermore, we forbid any Christian 
to dare to seize or do any injury to the person or property of a 
Jew; but if he has any demand against him, he is to bring it 
before our Judges; and should any person presume to steal, or 
forcibly take anything from a Jew, he shall be compelled to 
return double the value. 

Law. 6. — Jews not to be compelled to turn Christians; the 
advantage granted to Converts , and the punishment of Jews that 
injure them. — No force or compulsion is to be used to make 
Jews turn Christians, but by good example, kindness, and the 
maxims of the Holy Scriptures, should they be converted to 
the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he neither requires nor 
desires compulsory service. Furthermore, should any Jew or 
Jewess hereafter wish to become a Christian, other Jews are in 
no manner whatever to prevent them, and should any of them 
stone, wound, or kill those that wish to become Christians, or 
that have been baptized, if proved, we order, that the murder- 
ers and advisers of such outrage are to be burned. And if they 
should not kill, but should strike or illtreat them, we command 
the Judges of the place where it occurs to have reparation made, 
and inflict such punishment, as they consider the persons who 
committed the offence deserve. We furthermore order, that all 
persons in our kingdom are to respect Jews that become 
Christians, and no one insultingly shall reproach them or their 
descendants with having been Jews. And they shall keep 
possession of their property and all belonging to them, sharing 
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with their brothers, and inheriting from their fathers, mothers, 
and other relations, the same as if they were Jews ; and they 
are to be eligible to every honour, post, and employment held 
by other Christians. 

Law 7. — The punishment of a Christian turning Jew. — Such 
evil results from Christians turning Jews, that we order, that 
any Christian who does shall suffer death, the same as if he 
had become a heretic. We furthermore ordain, that his pro- 
perty is to be treated in the same manner as we have ordained 
that of heretics to be treated. 

Law 8. — Christians not to live with Jews. — We forbid Jews 
presuming to have Christian slaves in their houses; but they 
may employ them as labourers and cultivators of their outdoor 
possessions, and to guard them when travelling on a road con- 
sidered unsafe. We furthermore forbid Christians to invite any 
Jew or Jewess, or to accept an invitation to eat and drink wine 
with them, or to drink wine made by Jews. Further, we 
order, that no Jew is to presume to bathe in the same bath 
with Christians. We also prohibit Christians receiving any 
medicine or purges made up by Jews, nevertheless they may 
take it on the advice of an experienced person, provided it be 
compounded by Christians, who know and understand the 
ingredients of which it is composed. 

Law 9. — The punishment of a Jew cohabiting with a Chris- 
tian Woman. — It is highly disrespectful and insolent for Jews 
to cohabit with Christian women. We therefore order, that if 
it be proved of any Jew, that he has committed such an offence 
he shall suffer death for it. For where a Christian deserves 
death who commits adultery with a married woman, Jews 
that cohabit with Christian women deserve it much more; as 
spiritually, by reason of faith, and the baptism received in his 
name, they are spouses of our Lord Jesus Christ; and we con- 
sider it right that a Christian woman guilty of such a crime 
should not go unpunished; we therefore order, whether she be 
a virgin, married woman, widow, or prostitute, she shall suffer 
the same punishment, as enacted for a Christian woman who 
cohabits with a Moor . 10 



10 Vide page 96. 
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Law 10. — The punishment Jews incur foi' possessing Christian 
slaves. — Jews may not purchase or possess Christian slaves, 
either male or female. And if any one should act contrary, 
the Christian shall he restored to freedom without repaying any 
part of the cost price; unless when the Jew made the pur- 
chase he did not know he was a Christian. But, if the Jew 
knew it when he bought him, and afterwards treats him as a 
slave, the Jew ought to suffer death for it. Furthermore, we 
forbid any Jew presuming to make his slave a Jew or Jewess, 
although they are Moors or other Barbarians. 11 Should any one 
act contrary hereto, we order that the slave who has become a 
Jew or Jewess, shall in consequence be free, and released from 
the power of the person he or she belonged to. And if, per- 
chance, a Moor who was a slave to a Jew should turn Christian, 
he rmist immediately be liberated. 

Law 11. — Jews to wear a distinctive mark or sign. — Many 
mistakes and injurious occurrences take place between Chris- 
tians and Jews and Jewesses, and Christian women, from their 
living and residing together in towns and dressing alike. 
Therefore, to avoid the errors and evils that may thereby hap- 
pen, we order that every Jew and Jewess residing in our do- 
minions shall wear a particular sign on their heads, that people 
may publicly know who are Jews and Jewesses. And we 
order that any Jew who appears in public without it, shall be 
fined, for each time, ten maravedis of gold ; and if he has not 
the means to pay the fine, he shall publicly receive ten lashes. 

11 Natives of Barbara . 




103 



CHAPTER XI. 

Jews accused of Murder at Ossuna. — Discovery of 
the Plot. — Sahudano , Minister to James II. — 
Clement IV. wishes James to expel the Jews and Moors. 
— An additional Tax laid on them. — Join the Autho- 
rities to preserve Estella for Donna Johanna. — Orders 
respecting Debts due to them in Navarre. — Their 
Petition to the Cortes of Barcelona. — Alphonse's 
conduct to Don Zag de la Malea. — Cortes of Palencia, 
— Hebrew Population in Castile and Murcia. — ■ 
Assessment. — Physician to Don Sancho. — Ills 
Treatment of Fever. — Learned Men . — Cortes of 
Valladolid. 

The protection afforded by the laws and this monarch 
to the Hebrew people, inflamed the zeal of the bigots 
against them ; for about this period many were mas- 
sacred at Ossuna, in Andalusia, from the following 
circumstance. Three villains threw a corpse into the 
house of a Jew and accused him of the murder; the 
calumny spreading through the town, the populace 
massacred every Jew they met. Many sought refuge 
in the houses of their Christian friends, who readily 
granted them an asylum ; but they suffered great pri- 
vation, for, being the week of passover, they would not 
eat the leavened bread of their hospitable protectors. 
Many from the same cause were killed at Palma. 
The Jews, to prevent the extension of the massacres, 
found it necessary to send a deputation to claim the 
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protection of the king. The envoys, R. Joseph, the 
Chief Rabbi, R. Samuel ben Shoshan, and R. Abraham 
Eenevista, travelled through bye-roads to avoid their 
persecutors, who, thereby, were enabled to make 
their accusation before the Jewish deputies arrived. 
R. Joseph pleaded his cause so powerfully and elo- 
quently, that he was admired by the whole court, and 
the Jews were acquitted of the crime. Their innocence 
was subsequently proved. Owing to a reward offered 
by the king, it was discovered that one Juan de la 
Vera, to avoid payment of a debt he owed to the Jew 
into whose house it had been thrown, had with the 
assistance of some friends exhumed the corpse, and 
the empty grave was found. The accusers wanted 
the Jew to be put to the torture; but the king refused, 
as a few years previously two brothers, Judah and 
Samuel Ankoah, had, while on the rack, confessed 
having stolen two of the royal golden goblets. Three 
days after their execution, the goblets were found in 
the possession of one of his servants. The horrid 
sufferings of the torture frequently induced the inno- 
cent victims of this barbarous punishment to ac- 
knowledge themselves guilty of the crimes they were 
accused of, seeking in death relief from their cruel 
persecutors. 

The king recommended the deputation, at their 
departure, to advise their people to suppress their 
usury, the costliness of their dress, and their public 
display of state and grandeur, as those things tended 
to excite the rage and hatred of Christians. 

On the marriage of the Infanta Constance with 
Don Pedro, the Infante of Navarre, in 1262, the 
town of Gerona, and the Jews residing in it, were 
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assigned for her dowry. James of Aragon in 1263, 
sent out a fleet to protect the coasts of his kingdom 
against the Moors of Barbary, who had come to assist 
the Castilian revolters. His minister and treasurer, 
a Jew named Sahudano, to whom he entrusted the 
chief business of state, furnished him the means for 
its equipment, as well as to garrison the city of 
Valencia; he was a man of such probity and honor, 
that the writer of the “ Annales de Aragon” only 
regrets that he was a Jew. 1 

Alphonso being at Seville in 1263, the Alcalde of 
Burgos applied to him for instruction on various 
doubtful points. The following is found among the 
answers: — “When a Christian has borrowed money 
from a Jew, and a time is fixed for the payment, if 
the Christian wants to acquit his bond and pay the 
amount, with the interest for the time he had the 
money, and the Jew will not receive it, then I order 
what you are to do. I say that when such a case 
happens, act rightly and justly towards the borrower. 
On the Christian paying the capital and the interest 
then due, the Jew must receive it.” 

After the disputation between Fr. Christiani and 
Nachmanides, Pope Clement IV. wished James to 
punish the Rabbins, and drive the Jews and Moors 
from his states as dangerous to the faithful; but the 
only thing he did was to levy an additional tax on 
them, to defray the expenses of Christiani, who went 
in 1265 to the principal cities, with power to assemble 
the Jews to hold conferences wherever he chose, and 
to make them exhibit their books. Aided by a 
number of monks, he willingly undertook the mission ; 
the censorship was so inconsiderately executed, that 

1 Zurita. 
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the Jews complained to the court of the inquisitorial 
proceeding; upon which they were ordered to take 
them to Barcelona to be examined. Foreseeing that 
they would not be treated better by the clergy of that 
city, than they had been by the missionaries, they 
only took a few, and secreted a large number. 

The Jews were not only numerous in Navarre, but 
so wealthy and powerful, that on the death of Henry 
in 1274, they were invited by Don Juan Sanchez de 
Montagueda, governor of the castle of Estella, to join 
the civil and military authorities in an oath to 
maintain and defend the castle, city and Jewry, for his 
infant daughter and successor Donna Johanna (which 
they did on the book of the law), until she was 
twelve years of age. The document, dated 14th No- 
vember, is yet preserved in the archives of Estella. 
In consequence of many pretenders for her hand, this 
oath was again confirmed by the same parties three 
years after, when Philip III. of France, as guardian 
of the infant queen, ordered that the Jews should 
wait eight years for the payment of debts due to 
them, receiving an eighth part annually. 2 

In 1276, Don Meir and Don Joseph, sons of the 
high treasurer, Don Zag, farmed the royal taxes of 
Castile, for 500,000 maravedis, of the coinage of the 
Algerine war. 3 Alphonso in 1280, being in want of 
money for his expenses, in paying a visit to the king 
of France at Bayonne, taking example from the sove- 
reigns of England and France, issued an order from 
Valladolid, to seize all the Jews on one Saturday, and 
thus extorted from them 2,000 maravedis a day until 
his return. 4 



4 Chron. Alph. 10. 



s Arch. Estella. 3 Arch. Aguilar del Campo. 
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In consequence of the delay granted by Philip, 
for the payment of debts due to Jews, the inhabitants 
of other towns in Navarre applied to him; in 1280 
he ordered the Viceroy to attend to the remonstrances 
of the inhabitants of Ribaforada, who were indebted 
to the Jews of Tudela, and not permit them to molest 
Christians for usury due to them on loans; and 
that the Hebrews of Bunuel should only be repaid 
the capital without interest. 5 

From the conflicting claims to jurisdiction over 
them in Catalonia, at the cortes of Barcelona, in 
1283, they petitioned that the laws which attached 
them to the lord of the soil, or the fortified places 
where they had their domiciles, might be observed. 
The cortes confirmed those ancient laws subject to the 
privileges and special agreements that may have been 
stipulated. They yet possessed in Aragon the right 
to own slaves ; but that right became almost illusory 
by the ordinance of Peter II., which liberated the 
slaves of Moors and Jews when they embraced Chris- 
tianity ; thus they had only to be baptised to become 
free. 

Alphonso could not forget the unfortunate result of 
the siege of Algesiras in 1281. He knew that the 
Infante, Don Sancho, had been the cause of the ir- 
reparable injury; but not daring to vent his anger 
on his son, he had the receiver-general, a powerful 
Hebrew, Don Zag de la Malea arrested, for having 
delivered to Don Sancho the money destined for the 
expedition (who, by its misappropriation in giving 
it to the Queen Violante, had caused the disaster), 
which he could not resist ; and for not informing him 
in time to enable him to remedy the mischief. 

5 Arch. Nav. Let. ii. 170. 
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However specious the charge, the sole object of the 
king was to sacrifice a victim to his resentment ; and 
what was at most an inconsiderate act, became an 
enormous crime; and he condemned him to death. 
The king, desirous of shewing his anger towards the 
most guilty party, ordered that Don Zag should be 
dragged to the place of execution, in front of the 
Infante’s residence. Don Sancho wished to descend 
to rescue him, but was prevented by his brothers; 
he swore to avenge a death so insulting to himself, 
and rebelled against his father. Another cause of 
his rebellion was, that Alphonso had named his 
grandson, the son of his eldest son Don Ferdinand, 
deceased, to be his successor. Sancho, his second son, 
considered himself more entitled to the crown ; the 
discontented grandees joined him, and in a cortes held 
at Yalladolid, they declared him king. He continued 
in arms against his father until a short time before 
his death, when, by nominating him for his successor, 
they were reconciled, and he succeeded to the throne 
in 1284. To regulate the administration of justice 
in the kingdom of Leon, a cortes was held at Palencia 
in 1286, when, at the request of the representatives, 
the first infringement of their ancient privileges took 
place. The sixteenth ordinance runs thus : — 

I consider it right that the Jews should not have separate 
and particular Alcaldes, as hitherto; but that one of the judges 
to whom the justice of the city is entrusted shall be appointed 
to try their causes. That both Christians and Jews may have 
their rights, and no delay is to take place, through the neglect 
of the proper authorities, in passing sentence that my taxes be 
not withheld. 

This applied only to the Jewish inhabitants of that 
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kingdom, in which, by the following assessment, there 
appears to have been upwards of 70,000 above six- 
teen years of age, as they paid a tax of three maravedis 
a head ; and in Castile and Murcia 630,000 ; together, 
upwards of 700,000 in the three kingdoms of Don 
Sancho. A satire written against the king, for the 
protection of the Hebrew population, states it to be 
upwards of a million and a-half. 6 

The following is the division made at Huete (that 
is the city of Huete), among the Jewries of the Jews, 
by command of Don Sancho the brave, in the month 
of September, 1290 (era 1328). 7 

La Frontera. 

At the meeting of the deputies they agreed that the appoint- 
ment should be made by Don Jacob Hayon, Don Zag Abena- 
sor of Niebla and Xeres, and Don Abraham Abenfar, from 
Cordova, and the person chosen by the representatives of the 
bishopric. They are to apportion it in such manner that no 
right of the king be injured; and if these do not agree, they 
shall apply to Don David Abudarham the elder, and the Jewry 
of the Jews of Toledo, to divide among themselves 191,898 
maravedis. 

The Kingdom of Leon. 

By agreement made with the other Jewries, that in the 
kingdom of Leon among themselves, in such manner as not to 
reduce any of the king’s rights in that amount. 218,500 



The kingdom of Murcia - 22,414 

Tierra Rasa. 

Maravedis. i Maravedis. 

Villareal- - - - - 2,468 Madrid - - - - 10,605 

Toledo, together with 1 Alcala ----- 6,800 

the places hitherto > 216,505 Azeda - - 2,841 

taxed with it - - J Salamanca - 1,014 

6 Appendix 5. 



7 Asso y Rodrigues’ Discurso sobre los Judios de Espana. 




